Alderman James Clydesdale 
Glimpses into his life
	Date
	Event 

	1879
	Born February 3 1879

	1887
	Sightless since the age of eight

Entered Royal Glasgow Asylum and School for the Blind 

	1889
	Led first strike at the age of 10, a protest against the quality of food!

	1894
	At age of 15 started trade as basket- maker

	C1909
	After 22 years left the Institution and for a time worked with the National Institute for the Blind, then as a commercial traveller, and finally as Organiser, National League of the Blind, first joining executive in 1910 ; in charge of several blind strikes, 

	1921
	November - Elected to Newcastle Council Stephenson ward  though probably took up office in 1922

	1923ish
	Becomes Councillor member of Newcastle and Gateshead Home Teaching Society for the Blind committee

	1927

December
	Ministry of Health advisory committee on Welfare of the Blind includes Councillor Clydesdale 

	1930
	By 1930 RNIB Beacon magazine notes he was a member of

Member Newcastle-on-Tyne Education Committee Member of Advisory Committee for the Welfare of the Blind, Ministry of Health Member, Management Committee of Newcastle and Gateshead Workshops for the Adult Blind, Home Teaching Society for the Blind, and Royal Victoria School for the Blind

	1932
	September  - resigned from Independent Labour Party saying he was elected to the council as a Socialist candidate 

	1932
	Presides over Newcastle Corporation’s Town and Streets Improvement Committee. Committee made a report on use of space in the city

	1933
	Put forward as a potential parliamentary candidate 

	1935
	January 30th Makes majkor speech at Newcastle Conference on Deaf Blind people. Reported in RNIB Beacon magazine and held in our digital archive

	1935
	March  - A pension scheme for blind outlined in Hull at which he attended 

	1936
	Blind workers’ march to London in October

He was one of the speakers at September meeting on the March 

Marchers together by knitted rope

	1942
	September : Vice Chair of the committee to improve Newcastle 

	1942
	Sheriff designate and leader of the Labour group on Newcastle council

	1943
	In 1943 became an Alderman

	1944
	September Nominated for Lord Mayor the following year

	1945
	First  Socialist Mayor of Newcastle 

First blind Mayor of Newcastle 
Places wreath for Armistice day November 1945

	1946
	Lord mayor of Newcastle
Mrs Clydesdale who acted as his eyes died in 1946 whilst he was Mayor

Rides Steam Roller at Invicta works September 1946 One of the steam rollers was named after him!

	1949
	Campaigned regarding  blind pensions in Scotland

	1954
	September - At the age of 75 joins a protest in Sheffield against blind people losing free public transport

	1955
	He led the Socialist group in Newcastle Council  until 1955

	1957
	Becomes last President of Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind 

	1962 
	He died 6th October 1962

He said on his 80th birthday that he wanted to serve for another five years but died when he was 83
Our Obituary for Alderman Clydesdale 

Before the business of the meeting started the Chairman, with deep regret, reported the death of Alderman James Clydesdale, President of the Society. Alderman Clydesdale had been an outstanding figure in the world of the blind, locally and nationally. More than that, he had made his mark in civic affairs and had been a distinguished and respected Lord Mayor of the City. His enthusiasm and deep political convictions were tempered by sound judgment born of long experience. Not only the blind community, but the city too, would be the poorer by his passing. All present stood in silence as a tribute of their regard and regret.



	2017
	13th April: Thanks to the ceaseless efforts of Mr Roland Sibley and his family Plaque erected in his memory West End Library, Condercum Road Newcastle Upon Tyne. Ceremony over seen by Lord Mayor of Newcastle
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