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Although the Society has changed its name the objects of the Society have not in any way been altered so that this is the thirty-first Annual Report of the Newcastle upon Tyne Voluntary Society for the Blind and is in respect of the year ended 31st March, 1981. The Society has been in existence for 114 years having been called the Newcastle & Gateshead Home Teaching Society for the Blind prior to 1949.

Because of the change of name, and at the request of the Charity Commissioners, a new constitution has been drawn up, mainly based on the previous one but omitting all references to Gateshead.

Membership of the Council of the Society has remained unchanged during the year but it was with regret that we have since learned of the death of Mr. Fred Wind who had been a member for many years.

It was also with regret that we learned of the death of Miss Helen Wandsworth who, although not a member of the Council, had been a member of the Society for a long time.

These two members will be sadly missed.

Social, Educational and Recreation Activities. In June 1980 an outing was held to Melrose and the annual summer outing, kindly provided by the Rotary Club of Newcastle upon Tyne, was again to Seahouses. The weather was good and the outing was much enjoyed by those who attended. Some Speaker meetings were held during the year and some blind people came to the hall on Mondays and Wednesdays to play games of dominoes. Christmas teas and entertainment were again provided by the Soroptimists Club of Newcastle upon Tyne and the Inner Wheel Club of Newcastle upon Tyne.

A Handicraft Class for blind people started in April of this year.

A Christmas Gift of £5 was sent to each registered blind person who was on our register in December 1980. This was an increase from the £2 paid previously.

Services for the Blind. The Society acts as agent for the distribution of pensions provided by the Royal Blind Pension Fund and of radio sets provided by the British Wireless for the Blind Fund. Batteries for radio sets are purchased by the Society and sold to the blind people at cost as are also white sticks and any other items of aid which they may require.

Premises. Use of the Sutherland Memorial Hall was made by the North East Games Association for competition events. The Hall is also used by Tyne Sound News, a charitable organisation which puts news on tape for the blind.

During the year the members of the council of the Society have considered disposing of the Sutherland Memorial Hall and obtaining smaller premises. To date nothing further has transpired.

Finance. The total income of the Society for the year was £12,338 as compared with £8,390 for the previous year.

STATISTICS
Number of Registered Blind Persons at 31st March. 1980. Figure were supplied by Newcastle upon Tyne Metropolitan District, Social Services Department.

Age Group                                        Female
  Male
Under 2 years......................................     -
    1
2-4 years ………………………………..    -        1
5-15 years ...............................…………
9
   8
16-20 years
................................ ......
6
   4
21-39 years
.......................................
19
  24
40-49 years
.......................................
16
  17
50-59 years
.......................................
23
  40
60-64 years
.......................................
29
  24
65-74 years
.......................................
92
  73
75 years and over................................ 269    119
All ages - TOTAL.................................  463   311
(Note: Statistics are now compiled only once every three years).
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Newcastle upon Tyne Rotary Club. 
Newcastle upon Tyne Soroptimist Club. 
Newcastle upon Tyne Inner Wheel Club.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The thirty-first Annual General Meeting of the Newcastle upon Tyne Voluntary Society for the Blind was held in Sutherland Memorial Hall, 109 Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne on Thursday, 3rd December, 1981.

Mr. A. Johnston was in the Chair. Mr. J. R. Peacock, Vice-Chairman, and Mrs. A. D. Trevethick Secretary, were in attendance.

Also present were Mrs. O. Verity, Miss A. K. McCutcheon, Mr. G. S. P. Yeoman, Mr. J. Gray, Mrs. M. E. Lawrenson, Mrs. M. Dixon, Mr. A. Lawrence, Mr. E. H. Tainsh, Mr. T. Reed.

APOLOGIES for absence were received from: 
Miss R. Somerville.

Mr. H. J. Robson.
The Lord Bishop of Newcastle. 
Messrs. Price Waterhouse & Co.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY HELD ON.

THURSDAY, 3rd DECEMBER, 1981.

The Minutes of the thirtieth Annual General Meeting of the Society held on the 5th February, 1981 have been circulated.

Chairman's Comments. The Chairman said `Inflation continued during the year under review but increased distributions by the Royal National Institute for the Blind assisted the Society to cover increased costs.

The Society is purely a voluntary one. Its income is derived mainly from voluntary contributions from the public and the major part of the actual work is performed voluntarily by members of the Council without cost to the Society. The burden of organising outings; dealing with accounts; the distribution of Christmas Grants; the inspection of the building and supervision of repair work, as well as many other matters have been carried out by members of the Council.

I am pleased to have this opportunity of thanking you all for your help and support and I know that you share with me a desire not only to maintain, but also to expand, if possible, our services to the blind people.

The Manpower Services Commission has continued to supply the Society with a Welfare Visitor to the blind and this has been very useful to the Society and the visits have been appreciated by the blind.'

Report for the year ended 31st March, 1981. The Chairman moved the adoption of the report and Mr. Peacock seconded the motion which was agreed unanimously.

Accounts. As Honorary Treasurer, the Chairman said he had pleasure in presenting to the meeting the audited accounts of the Society for the year ended 31st March, 1981.

He continued ‘If you will look at the Income and Expenditure Account for the year you will see that the income of the Society has increased compared with the previous year. This was accounted for largely by increased distributions by the R.N.I.B., to which I have already referred and which were possible by the Royal Victoria School for the Blind having withdrawn from the Distribution Agreement. Investment Income also increased.

On the expenditure side you will see that the cost of Services to the Blind rose in 1980/81. The total of £2,100 represented 17% of the Society's income. The expenses of the Sutherland Memorial Hall remained at almost the same amount as in the previous year although there were variations in the cost of the separate items. The total of £2,216 was 18% of income.

The total income of the Society for the year was £12,338 and the total expenditure was £5,495, leaving a surplus for the year of £6,843 before making any adjustment for the market value of investments.

The Balance Sheet shows that the value of investments of the Society at 31st March, 1981 was £18,689. Bank balances and cash amounted to £11,514.

The increase in the value of investments was due to the Society having, during the year, invested £6,000 in Local Government Bonds.

I will be pleased to try to answer any questions which anyone may have on the audited accounts'.

The Chairman formally moved the adoption of the accounts of the Society for the year ended 31st March, 1981 as prepared and audited by Messrs. Price Waterhouse & Co., the Honorary Auditors of the Society.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Yeoman and agreed unanimously. 
Election of the Council. Mr. Reed moved and Mr. Lawrence seconded the re-election of the Council as at present constituted. This was agreed unanimously.

Election of the Honorary Auditors and Honorary Solicitors. The re-election of Messrs. Price Waterhouse & Company and Messrs. Davies, Bell and Reed respectively was proposed by Mr. Gray and seconded by Miss McCutcheon. This was agreed unanimously.

Staff. The Chairman thanked the paid members of the staff of the Society for their services.

The Chairman thanked members for attending the meeting and declared the meeting closed.
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