
The 17th
ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind.

(Formerly known as the Home Teaching Society for the Blind).

(ESTABLISHED 1867).

Registered under the National Assistance Act, 1948.

For the Year ended 31st March, 1966.

John B. Bowes, Ltd., Fenkle Street. Newcastle.

PATRON:
LADY ALLENDALE.

VICE-PRESIDENTS:
The Rt. Hon. The LORD MAYOR OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE.
The LORD BISHOP OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. The MAYOR OF GATESHEAD.
PRESIDENT OF THE NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE & DISTRICT FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL.

THE TOWN CLERK of Newcastle upon Tyne.
THE TOWN CLERK of Gateshead.

COUNCIL:
Mrs. H. P. PEAREY, Chairman.
Mrs. G. DAVISON, Vice-Chairman.

Newcastle Members:
Mrs. A.
J. CUNNINGHAM
Miss. B. A. LAVERICK
Mrs. E. F. DAVISON
Miss. G. M. THWAITES, M.B.E.

Dr. A. EPSTEIN, J.P.

Mr. A. LAWRENCE, M.B.E.

Mr. A. CARNEGIE
Mrs. N.
B. JOHNSTON
Mrs. O. VERITY.
Gateshead Members:
Miss. E. McKinley

Coun. Mrs. E. LUMSDEN, J.P

Mrs. J. KIRKUP

Coun. F. WIND

Miss. R. H. SPENCE
Representatives from Outside Bodies:

Newcastle Corporation     Gateshead Corporation (One Member)                       (One Member)

Royal National Institute for the Blind (One Member):
 Mr. G. W. WEST, F.C.C.S., J.P.

TRUSTEES:

Messrs. LLOYDS BANK LTD. (Trustee and Executor Dept.).

HON. AUDITORS:
Messrs. PRICE WATERHOUSE & CO.

Hon. Treasurer:
Miss B. A. LAVERICK.

Secretary:

Mrs. C. I. WHITELEY,
The Sutherland Memorial Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne. 2.

Office, Social Centre and Committee Rooms:
THE SUTHERLAND MEMORIAL HALL, JESMOND ROAD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 2. ('Phone: Newcastle 81-1259.).

Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind
Sutherland Memorial Hall, 
Jesmond Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 2. 
14th September, 1966.

ANNUAL REPORT
Year ended 31st March, 1966.

The Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind presents with pleasure the Seventeenth Annual Report of its work for the year ended 31st March, 1966. The Society was originally founded as a Home Teaching Society for the Blind in 1867 and will therefore celebrate its centenary next year.

Officers. Mrs. H. P. Pearey (Newcastle) and Mrs. E. M. Davison (Gateshead) continue to serve this Society as Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively. Miss B. A. Laverick was again elected Hon. Treasurer, in which capacity she has given 44 years continuous service.

Membership. The membership of the Society remained unchanged throughout the year.

General. The income of the Society has shown a small increase of £40 over that of the previous year, income from Collections being up by £20 and from donations by £42; but there was no Deposit Account interest. The Deposit Account was made up of certain sums accumulated to help to defray the cost of the alterations to the Sutherland Hall and has been used for that purpose. Expenditure on services to the blind is £135 less than last year, although subsidies to the Talking Book rentals and holiday grants were greater. The cost of outings and parties was less, partly due to the revised policy of making a charge to blind persons attending the week-end residential schools.

The demand for nourishment and general grants was small, this being a reflection of the improved financial position of the blind people. The cost of maintaining the Sutherland Hall was also lower than in the previous year, only minor repairs having been necessary, while there was an increased contribution from the R.N.I.B. towards the cost of caretaking and cleaning. Administrative costs were slightly up by £12. The overall deficit at the end of the year was £30. It is likely that with present economic trends administration costs will increase, and one must hope that the Society's income will keep pace with those commitments over which it has little control, so that the discretionary services need not be curtailed.

Social Activities. What has become the almost traditional pattern of social activities has been followed smoothly throughout the year. Domino drives remain firm favourites, and these take place every Monday and Wednesday in the Sutherland Hall, supplemented from time to time by events with the North-East Games Association and reciprocal Games Socials with Veterans' Clubs.

The Blind Choir, although short of male voices, sings with undiminished enthusiasm, but it is regretted that their concert in the Sutherland Hall in April was not so well attended as the occasion merited. A public Carol Recital was given in Jesmond Baptist Church at Christmastide, and some of the items prepared for this were recorded by the B.B.C. Their contribution to the Society's Annual Christmas Party for blind people and their guides was greatly appreciated.

In May the Society was happy to grant the use of the Sutherland Hall to Miss McMahon, a blind teacher of pianoforte, for a recital by her pupils. We wish Miss McMahon every success in her efforts to build up a lucrative connection in Newcastle.
As in previous years, two residential week-end schools were held at Beadnell Hall, under the guidance of tutors provided by the Adult Education Department of the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. At the May school, Dr. Mole dealt with "Christianity and Society" in a most erudite way. In October the subject was "Crime and Society" and the tutor on this occasion was Miss Sheila Stevenson, Barrister-at-Law, who succeeded in rousing her audience to vigorous expressions of opinion about certain contemporary manifestations of anti-social behaviour. Sixty-eight persons attended the first school and fifty-seven in October. The slight decrease was perhaps due to the charge made to the blind people, previous schools having been free to them. The Society is indebted to the Adult Education Department for its continued and most willing help in arranging these schools, and to Mr. Hector Hall and his staff for the warm welcome they always extend to the groups at Beadnell Hall. No one could be kinder than Mr. Hall.

A half-day outing to the Georgian Theatre at Richmond, in May, was another highlight in the social programme of the year. The Theatre Manager provided a most fluent and understanding guide who brought the history of the charming little theatre alive to everyone present. An excellent tea was served at the Black Lion Hotel and before boarding the coaches for the return to Newcastle, most of the party enjoyed a walk to the Castle and down to the river. This really was a memorable occasion.

Annual Outing. The Annual Outing to Whitley Bay for the Newcastle Adult Blind and their guides was again provided by Newcastle Rotary Club, and attracted a gathering of 230. As in the past, the Rotary Club provided tea and transport, while the Society arranged a light luncheon. The blind people are indeed indebted to Newcastle Rotarians for their continued generosity in providing this outing, and their personal interest in it. The Rotary President always attends in person and welcomes the guests to tea, and this gives much pleasure. The civic heads, too, always remember the blind people's outing to the seaside, and the Lord Mayor finds time to come to the Sutherland Hall to give a much appreciated send-off to the party.
Blind parents with their children (numbering 75 in all) were entertained at a separate seaside outing by the Society, and spent a very happy day.

Gateshead blind people and their guides, too, had a summer outing to the seaside. This was arranged by the Director of Welfare Services, and the Society was happy to defray the whole cost.

Christmas Grants and Parties. The Christmas Party for the Newcastle blind was held at the Sutherland Hall, and the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress joined the gathering for tea. A varied entertainment was provided by our own Choir, Miss McMahon, Mr. Martindale, and Mrs. Sandvid of Hexham. Once again this gathering provided an opportunity for reunions between old friends and was a thoroughly enjoyable occasion.

The Gateshead Christmas Party, by courtesy of the Corporation, was held in Gateshead Town Hall and here, too, the gathering was enhanced by the presence of the Mayor and Mayoress. The entertainment by Gateshead Amateur Dramatic Society was superb. Again we are indebted to the Director of Gateshead Social Services for his help in arranging the party.

There are always some blind folk who are housebound and unable to come out to the Christmas festivities, and to 203 of these (143 in Newcastle and 60 in Gateshead) a small monetary gift was sent, as a token of the Society's remembrance of them.

Another Christmas event always eagerly looked forward to is the party given at the beginning of December, in the Douglas Hotel, to a number of musically interested blind people. This faithful interest of the Newcastle Inner Wheel members is a great joy to those who attend the party.

The Soroptimist Club of Newcastle, too, gave a party to blind people and their guides, and thoughtfully provided transport for those who were not able to find a guide. This party was very well attended. Quite a bond of comradeship is growing between some of the Soroptimist members and those for whom they call in their cars to take to the party. It is this recurring remembrance of the same body of people which gives so much pleasure to the lonely.

The Walking Holiday Group also had a reunion party at the Sutherland Hall. The Hall is lent by the Society, and the catering and programme are provided by Mrs. Pearey and her helpers. This is a particularly energetic party, with almost non-stop dancing, and over the supper tables many plans are suggested for the next walking holiday.

Other Grants. Holiday grants dominated the pattern of the Society's grant expenditure. These grants of £3 3s. 0d. are given to each applicant who is actually going away from home on holiday: no applicant was refused. Subsidies towards the Talking Book rents amounted to £137 7s. 0d., of which £45 was recovered from blind people. The number of blind people using Talking Books and applying for the subsidy rose by 20 during the year. Sundry grants for those going to Rehabilitation Centres, extra nourishment for the chronic sick, bedding, and towards the cost of purchasing Braille Watches, were also made as requested and recommended by the Welfare Officers.

Chiropody. No application for chiropody was refused, and the cost of this service was £57 as against £73 in 1965.

Miscellaneous. The small annexe in the Sutherland Hall was made more comfortable by the laying of a carpet, and the provision of a trolley has proved a tremendous help to those who serve refreshments at the social afternoons. The ladies who render this service throughout the year are an invaluable help to our Secretary and very congenial to the blind people. We take this opportunity of placing on record our sincere thanks for their devoted service.

A supply of large print books for loan to partially sighted persons was made available by courtesy of Mr. W. Tynemouth, the City Librarian. This has brought these books to the notice of some who were previously unaware of them, and it is hoped that it will stimulate demand through normal channels.

A loan for the purchase of a typewriter was made to a blind man undergoing a residential training course for prospective Home Teachers.

The Annual Meeting of the North-East Games Association, with the election of officers and followed by the customary party, was held in the Sutherland Hall. The Society was very pleased to lend its premises for this function.

To help with the experiments with the new system of doorbell communication for the deaf-blind, the small annexe at the Sutherland Hall was suitably wired. Unfortunately the arrangements for the experimental classes have not proceeded as smoothly as was hoped, but the Medical Officer for Newcastle and his staff have the matter in hand, and it is expected that suitable voluntary helpers will soon be found to help with this work.

A gift of £5 was received from the members of Newcastle Inner Wheel Club. This was earmarked for the provision of some amenity for the Hall, and because of this it has been possible to have a microphone fitted. This will be a great help, and the Society is most appreciative of the kindness of the Inner Wheel. Mention must also be made of the helpfulness of Mr. Eric Young, one of our own registered blind, in this connection. Mr. Young has a most useful working knowledge of wireless and electrical devices, and a pair of very capable hands. He is most willing to place his knowledge and his skill at our disposal whenever he can be of help.
During the year the Society has reviewed its investment policy and after consultations with its Trustees and Brokers has decided to make certain changes which, it is hoped, will in time materially increase the value of the Society's investments.

Wireless. The British Wireless for the Blind Fund has again met all requests for wireless sets, and in suitable cases the installation of rediffusion at the reduced rate for blind persons has been arranged.

North Regional Association for the Blind. The meetings of this body have been attended by representatives of the Society, who have brought back full reports of the discussions and business transacted. It is worth remembering, now that regionalism is so fashionable, that this particular example of regional consultation has been in operation for nearly sixty years.

Office Facilities. Mrs. C. I. Whiteley has continued her work as Secretary of the Society to the full satisfaction of the Council. In addition to her administrative work, Mrs. Whiteley gives unstintingly of her own time to the blind people and she deserves both praise and gratitude.
This report would be incomplete without mention of Dr. Pearson and the Welfare Staff of Newcastle Corporation, and the Director of Social Services of Gateshead and his staff. They are most helpful to Mrs. Whiteley in her attempts to solve special problems, and the week-by-week liaison between our Secretary and the Welfare Department undoubtedly results in a fair-minded attempt to improve the lot of the blind. We place on record our gratitude to all concerned.

Royal National Institute for the Blind. Nor would the report be complete without mention of Mr. G. W. West, Organising Secretary of the local branch of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, to whose good offices we owe so much. For his success as a money-raiser, and for his readiness to help with the Committee work of the Society, we are indeed grateful and we hope that the happy relationship which exists between him and the Society will long continue.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.




             £ s. d.

Anonymous ... ... …
1 4 0.

J. H. Burns Trust ...
.. … 1 1 0.

Mrs. Chambers' Family
...
.. … 1 0 0.

Mrs. Cunningham
… ... ...
30 0 0.

Mrs. E. M. Davison… … … 1 0 0.

Miss Hope Dodds ...
...
...
4 0 0.
Gateshead Inner Wheel
...
...
2 0 0.

W. Gascoigne ...
...
...
1 0 0.

Mrs. Heron (Stocksfield) ...
...
6 8 0.

Miss B. A. Laverick
...
...
1 1 0.

Mr. A. Lawrence ...
...
...
1 0 0.
Miss E. McKinley ...
... ... 1 1 0.

Newcastle Inner Wheel… … ...
5 0 0.

Newcastle Rotary Club… ...
...
66 2 6.

Miss ParamoR… … … 0 10 0.

Miss R. Spence… … …
2 2 0.

St. Andrew's Young Wives' Club… … ...
2 0 0.
Mrs. Verity ... ... ... 2
 2 0.

£128  11  6
Statistics extracted from the North Regional Association's Statistical Statement for the year ended December, 1965.

Newcastle upon Tyne                      Gateshead 
Males Females Total                 Males Females Total 
Aged 5-10 years ... 3 1 4 … - 1 1 
Aged 11-15 years ... 1 3 4 ... 2 1 3 
Aged 16-20 years … 3 - 3 ... 2 1 3 
Aged 21-49 years … 50 39 89 ... 14 13 27 
Aged 50-64 years ... 73 72 145 ... 22 28 50 
Aged 65-80 years… 92 145 237 ... 32 45 77 
Aged 80 years and over... 37 107 144 ... 13 39 52.

Totals... 289 367 626 ... 85 128 213.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The seventeenth Annual Meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind was held in the Sutherland Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 6th October, 1966. Mrs. H. P. Pearey was in the chair. Also present were Mr. A. Carnegie, Mrs. E. F. Davison, Mrs. E. M. Davison, Miss Haythornthwaite, Mrs. H. Johnston, Miss B. A. Laverick, Miss E. E. Laverick, Mrs. E. Lumsden, Mr. McKenna, Miss E. McKinley, Miss R. H. Spence, Miss G. M. Thwaites, Mrs. O. Verity, Miss Weatherston, Mr. J. Williams, Mrs. C. I. Whiteley.

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. J. Armstrong, Mrs. D. Blaiklock, Alderman Crossley, Mrs. E. Cunningham, Dr. E. Epstein, Mr. W. Gascoigne, Mrs. J. Kirkup, Mr. A. Lawrence, Mr. J. D. Long, Mr. G. A. Miles, Miss J. E. Pearey, Mr. G. W. West, Miss Williams and Mr. F. Wind.

MINUTES CF THE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Minutes of the sixteenth Annual General Meeting, which had been circulated, were unanimously adopted.

The Chairman presented the Report of the work of the Society for the year ended 31st March, 1966, and in doing so paid tribute to the long and devoted service of Miss B. A. Laverick, who had completed forty-four years as Honorary Treasurer of the Society, and to Mrs. C. I. Whiteley, the Secretary, who not only worked indefatigably in administrative and social matters, but also gave unstintingly of her personal time to take comfort and cheer to many of the blind people when in illness or trouble. Mrs. Pearey also expressed appreciation of the enthusiastic support of every member of the Society's Council, to the work of Mr. West, Local Organising Secretary of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, and to the Welfare Departments of Newcastle and Gateshead. She was pleased to move the adoption of the report of such a satisfactory year's work.

Mrs. E. M. Davison, Vice-Chairman, ably seconded the adoption of the Report, emphasizing certain aspects of the Society's work.

The Report was unanimously adopted.

The Accounts for the year were presented by the Honorary Treasurer, Miss B. A. Laverick, who reported an overall deficit of £30 on the year's working. The adoption of the Accounts was seconded by Mr. A. Carnegie, and unanimously endorsed by the meeting.

Election of the Council. The re-election of the Council en bloc was moved by Mr. J. A. Williams, seconded by Miss E. Laverick, and unanimously agreed.

Election of the Honorary Auditors and Honorary Solicitors. The services of the Honorary Auditors and Honorary Solicitors were appreciatively recorded by Councillor Mrs. E. Lumsden, J.P., and their re-election was unanimously agreed.

Vote of Thanks to the Officers. Miss G. M. Thwaites proposed a generous and appreciate vote of thanks to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and the Secretary for their work for the Society throughout the year. The vote of thanks was supported by all present.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
7

