
The 16th
ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind.
(Formerly known as the Home Teaching Society for the Blind).
(ESTABLISHED 1867).
Registered under the National Assistance Act, 1948.
For the Year ended 31st March, 1965.
John B. Bowes, Ltd, Fenkle Street. Newcastle.

PATRON
LADY ALLENDALE.
VICE-PRESIDENTS
The Rt. Hon. The LORD MAYOR OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE.
The LORD BISHOP OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE. The MAYOR OF GATESHEAD.
PRESIDENT OF THE NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE & DISTRICT FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL. THE TOWN CLERK of Newcastle upon Tyne.

THE TOWN CLERK of Gateshead.

COUNCIL:

Mrs. H. P. PEAREY, Chairman.
Mrs. G. DAVISON, Vice-Chairman.

Newcastle Members
Mrs. A. J. CUNNINGHAM
Miss B. A. LAVERICK
Mrs. E. F. DAVISON
Miss G. M. THWAITES, M.B.E.
Dr. A. EPSTEIN, J.P.

Mr. A. LAWRENCE, M.B.E.
Mr. A. CARNEGIE
Mrs. N. B. JOHNSTON
Mrs. O. VERITY
Gateshead Members

Miss. E. McKinley

Coun. Mrs. E. LUMSDEN

Mrs. J. KIRKUP

Coun. F. WIND

Miss. R. H. SPENCE
Representatives from Outside Bodies:

Newcastle Corporation     Gateshead Corporation
(One Member)
(One Member)
Royal National Institute for the Blind (One Member):
Mr. G. W. WEST, F.C.C.S., J.P.

TRUSTEES:
Messrs. LLOYDS BANK LTD. (Trustee and Executor Dept.).

HON, AUDITORS:
Messrs. PRICE WATERHOUSE & CO.

Hon. Treasurer:
Miss B. A. LAVERICK.

Secretary:
Mrs. C. I. WHITELEY.
The Sutherland Memorial Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, 2.

Office, Social Centre and Committee Rooms:
THE SUTHERLAND MEMORIAL HALL, JESMOND ROAD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 2. ('Phone: Newcastle 81-1259.).
Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind. 
Sutherland Memorial Hall, 
Jesmond Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 2.

7th October, 1965.

ANNUAL REPORT.

1964 - 1965.

The Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind have pleasure in presenting the 16th Annual Report of the work for the year ended 31st March, 1965. The Society was originally formed as a Home Teaching Society for the Blind in 1667. Despite the change of title its aim has always been the same, to render service to the blind according to their need and within the limit of its capacity. The present members of the Society are proud to maintain this service in the tradition of the founders 98 years ago.

Officers. Mrs. H. P. Pearey (Newcastle) was unanimously elected Chairman, Mrs. G Davison (Gateshead) Vice-Chairman, and Miss B. A. Laverick Honorary Treasurer. Miss E Mc Kinley, the retiring Vice-Chairman, did not seek re-election, and the Council of the Society wish to express their appreciation of her work in that capacity during the past eight years, and their pleasure that she is willing to continue her service as a member of their Council.

Membership. It was with sincere regret that the Society received the resignation of Mr. W. A. Mears, who reluctantly severed his connection because of the ill-health of his wife. He was a most useful member of our Council, and unfailingly willing to undertake any task suggested to him. It is hoped that at some future date he may be able to join the Society again.

The Council's ranks were strengthened by the addition of Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. Verity and Mr. A. Carnegie, of Newcastle upon Tyne and Miss Spence of Gateshead: a welcome team who ought to be a great help to the Society.

The financial report shows that the income from the collections is £265 less than last year and income from all sources £256 less than last year. On the other hand, expenditure has increased by £400, made up of £192 on services to the blind, £178 Sutherland Hall expenses and £29 on Administration and General Expenses. The actual deficit on the year's working is £302.

Fluctuations in the income from collections cannot, of course, be foreseen, and while it is the aim of the Society to match income and expenditure it is inevitable than some years will show a surplus and others a deficit. Reserves have been built up to stabilise the services, and there is no immediate cause for concern. If the collection income continues to decrease, then the Society must review its activities to bring the cost of those services within the limits of income.

Social Activities. The social activities have followed the pattern of recent years. The Monday and Wednesday domino drives remain popular, the North-East Games Association has been well supported and reciprocal Games Socials with Veterans' Clubs have given much pleasure.

Miss Pelton, who formed the Blind Choir and conducted it for fourteen years, married and went to live in Australia. Her going was a great loss to the Choir, and the Society wishes to place on record their deep appreciation of her work. Happily, Mr. J. A. Williams, a retired choirmaster of long experience, volunteered to take over the conductorship of the choir, while Mrs. Whiteley stepped into the breach to do the clerical and administrative work. It is indeed gratifying that the Choir has thus been enabled to continue without any break. Actually it is becoming more venturesome under the leadership of Mr. Williams and has travelled to several Darby and Joan Clubs in the district to give concerts.

Two further residential week-end schools at Beadnell Hall were arranged during the year, and these attracted an attendance of 64 and 66. The topic for study was on each occasion "The Art of Listening to Music" and Mr. Kinghorn, the tutor provided by the Adult Education Department of the University, was a joy to everyone present. The Society places on record its gratitude to the Adult Education Department for continued and willing co-operation in arranging these residential schools and to Mr. Hector Hall and his staff at Beadnell Hall for their unremitting kindness to the blind people attending the schools.

The Sutherland Hall Domino Group had a very pleasant outing to Allendale in May. There were also two special outings to which all interested blind persons in the Society's territory were invited. The first of these was a Civic Tour of Newcastle which was greatly enjoyed by both blind folk and their guides. The party filled a double-decker bus to capacity. An official guide was stationed on each deck and these gentlemen (who had volunteered for the task) did everything possible to give an illuminating verbal picture of all the places of interest on the route, The second of those special outings was to the Festival of Light and Sound at Durham Cathedral. The party on this occasion numbered 55 and many expressions of appreciation reached the Society afterwards. While these outings were obviously enjoyed by all who took part, they were particularly rewarding to these blind persons who had lost their sight in adult life.

The bi-annual walking holiday, under the leadership of our Chairman (Mrs. H. P. Pearey) took place in September 1964 when the party spent a week in the Lake District at Ambleside. Including Mrs. Pearey, six sighted helpers accompanied the party, and despite inclement weather, a delightful programme of daytime walks and evening recreational activities was carried out. The blind members of the group contribute substantially to the cost of their walking holiday, although they are subsidised to some extent. The sighted helpers pay the entire cost of transport, meals en route, accommodation and excursions themselves. The Blind Walking Holiday Group is indeed fortunate to have had such good friends for so long.

Annual Outings. As for so many years, the Rotary Club of Newcastle once again organised an outing to Whitley Bay for 190 adult blind and their guides, providing transport and tea. The Society arranged a light luncheon and a very happy day was spent by the sea. This outing is especially enjoyed by many of the older folk who seldom venture away from home, and is always greatly anticipated.

Blind parents with children (numbering 100) were catered for at a similar outing held during the school holidays; in this case the Society paid the total cost.

The Gateshead summer outing to the seaside was organised by the Director of Social Services and his staff and the Society was happy to contribute £100 towards the cost.

Christmas Grants and Parties. The Newcastle Christmas party was held in the Sutherland Hall and was a merry affair. Refreshments and entertainment were of high quality. The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress graced the gathering at tea and it was heart-warming to watch all the happy faces.

By courtesy of Gateshead Corporation the Christmas party in that borough was held in the Town Hall, and the Society is grateful for the help of the Director of Social Services and his staff for organising this event.

To 208 blind folk who were housebound and therefore unable to attend the Christmas parties a small monetary grant was made.

The Inner Wheel Club of Newcastle entertained a party of blind people at their Christmas meeting at the County Hotel, This has been done for many years and is much appreciated.

The Newcastle Soroptimist Club also gave a December party and entertainment to 120 blind people and their guides in the Sutherland Hall. The value of this was enhanced by the provision of transport to and from the hail for those without guides.

Other Grants. Approximately £100 was spent on miscellaneous grants for clothing and bedding, comforts for the aged, sick and infirm and extra nourishment. A holiday grant of £3 3s. 0d. was given to each applicant who was actually going away from home on holiday. Talking Book rentals were paid on behalf of 55 persons, an increase of 13 over the previous year. The Talking Book rental having been increased to £3 per annum, the Society had reluctantly asked all those with Talking Book Machines whether they would be willing to pay £1 towards the rental, the Society paying the balance of £2. It is gratifying to report the unanimous willingness to make this contribution.

Chiropody. All requests for chiropody were met, including those for domicilliary treatment. This service cost £74, an increase of £9 over the 1964 figure.

Five special grants were made to blind persons going to Torquay or Bridgnorth for rehabilitation.

Premises. The alterations to the Sutherland Hall were completed during the year, and are a great improvement. The toilet accommodation is at last adequate, a small kitchen has been provided for use in connection with the various social functions and a carpeted sitting-room with settees and easy chairs has been made out of the large recess. The interior walls of the Hall were washed and all the electric wiring renewed. The Hall is now more comfortable for blind persons and sighted helpers.

Wireless. Allocations from the British Wireless for the Blind Fund have enabled all requests for wireless sets to be met, and installations of Rediffusion at the reduced rate for blind persons have been arranged in suitable cases.

North Regional Association for the Blind. The meetings of this body have been attended by representatives of the Society, who have given full reports of the discussions and business transacted.

Office Facilities. Mrs. C. I. Whiteley has continued to act as Secretary and her administrative work for the Society and her more personal work for the blind people deserve praise. She has maintained co-operation with the respective Welfare Departments and has created confidence and enthusiasm in all who have come into contact with her.

The administrative side of the Society's work cannot be left without mention of the Welfare Staff of Newcastle and the Director of Social Services of Gateshead and his staff. Mrs. Whiteley's liaison with these departments has resulted in a fair attempt to solve special difficulties and has lessened the danger of overlapping which besets charitable effort. The co-operation of the Welfare Departments certainly helps the work of the Officers.

Royal National Institute for the Blind. It gives the Society great pleasure to again place on record its appreciation of Mr. G. W. West, Organising Secretary of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, and all the work he does for the blind community in general and this Society in particular. Without adequate funds no charitable work for the blind would be possible and that Mr. West should find time, over and above that necessary for his fund-raising activities, to devote to the Committee work of the Voluntary Society is something for which we are indeed grateful.
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SCBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.


£ s. d.

Anonymous ………………………………...  2 1 0.

Mrs. Cuthbert ………………………………. 2 2 0.

Mr. Burt ………………………………………  10 0.

Mrs. E. F. Davison...................................... 1 0 0.

Miss McKinley ............................................ 1 0 0.

Mr. W. Gascoigne……………………………1 0 0.

Miss Faulder ……………………………….. 1 0 0.

Miss Hope Dodds ..................................... 4 0 0.

Miss Haslem ............................................. 1 0 0.

Gateshead Inner Wheel
………………….. 2 2 0.

Mr. A. Lawrence …………………………... 5 0 0.

Mrs. Morris
……………………………….. 2 0 0.

Miss B. A. Laverick
…………………….. 1 1 0.

Mrs. Cunningham ………………………. 1 0 0.

Miss Paramor ……………………………..  10 0.

Miss Richardson………………………… 1 0 0.

Newcasle Rotary Club…………………..56 15 0.
Mr. Shephard ……………………………. 2 2 0.

Mrs. Youll ………………………………… 9 6.

Mrs. Topping …………………………… 1 0 0.





                                     £86 2 6.

Statistics (as at 31st December, 1964), by courtesy of the respective Local Authorities.



Under 5 years of age…  -         -          - …        -         -      -
5-16 years ... ...             3         4         7 …     2          3     5
16-20 years ... ...           2         1         3 …    1          1      2
21-49 years ... ...          52       42       94 …   15       12   27
50-64 years ... ...          72       76       148 …  19      29   48
65-80 years ... ...          93      145     238 …  37      52   89
80 years and over ...    41      95       136 …  15     44   59
                                     263   363      626 ...   89   141  230.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The sixteenth Annual Meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind was held in the Sutherland Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 4th November, 1965. Mrs. H. P. Pearey was in the chair. Also present were Mr. A. Carnegie, Dr. A. Epstein, Miss D. Haythornthwaite, Mrs. J. Kirkup, Mr. A. Lawrence, Miss B. A. Laverick, Miss E. E. Laverick, Miss E. McKinley. Mrs. E. Morris, Miss J. E. Pearcy, .Miss R. H. Spence, Miss G. M. Thwaites, Mrs. O. Verity, Mr. J. A. Williams, Mr. F. Wind and the Secretary.

The Notice convening the meeting was read by the Secretary. 
Apologies for Absence were received from Mr. J. A. Armstrong, Director of Welfare Services, Gateshead; Mr. J. B. Long, Secretary of Northumberland and Tyneside Council of Social Service; Dr. Pearson, Medical Officer of Health for the City of Newcastle upon Tyne; Mrs. Hindson; Mr. W. A. Mears; and Mr. G. W. West, Local Secretary of the Royal National Institute for the Blind.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Adoption of the Minutes of the 15th Annual General Meeting which had been circulated was unanimously agreed.
In presenting the Annual Report for the year ended 31st March, 1.965, the Chairman draw attention to the Society's financial position, which would need to be kept under review if the present trend of decreasing collections continued.

She also commented on the satisfactory completion of the alterations to the premises. The modernisation of the toilet facilities was un-doubtedly a great improvement, as was the provision of a kitchen within the Hall itself. The screening off of the recess by means of folding doors had made possible the arrangement for a smaller, comfortable room, carpeted and furnished with armchairs, and this was proving most useful. The purchase of a trolley for conveying dishes and food to and from the kitchen to the tables on the occasion of the social afternoons had been a boon to the sighted helpers, who had previously found the work rather heavy. These sighted helpers who attended the social afternoons so regularly, and those who for more than twenty years had accompanied the blind walking group on their bi-annual holidays were indeed friends of the blind, and no mere words could convey the appreciation the Society felt for their help. In addition to their personal service, the cost for some of them must have been in the region of £150 over the years. The Society was proud to pay tribute to such good friends.

The Chairman concluded her remarks by saying she was happy to ask the meeting to adopt the Report of such a worthwhile year's work.

Mr. Lawrence seconded the adoption of the report, expressing satisfaction that although the finances of the Society must be kept under review, there was no immediate need for concern. He paid tribute to the work of the Chairman, saying that all members of the Society's Council appreciated her knowledge of the practical problems of the blind. To this he added an expression of satisfaction in the Secretary's personal interest, which was always evident. He was very happy to second the adoption of the Report.

Dr. Epstein, commenting on the £86 subscriptions and donations shown in the Report, suggested that this sum might be substantially increased by covenant.

The Accounts for the year were presented by Miss B. A. Laverick, the Honorary Treasurer, now in her 44th year of office; their adoption was seconded by Mr. F, Wind and unanimously agreed.

Election of the Council. The re-election of the Council en bloc was moved by Mr. J. A. Williams, seconded by Miss J. E. Pearey, and un-animously agreed.

Election of Honorary Auditors and Honorary Solicitors. Miss G. Thwaites, moving the re-election of the Honorary Auditors and Honorary Solicitors, said the Society was most appreciative of these gentlemen, who gave their professional services voluntarily. Their re-election was unanimously endorsed.

Vote of Thanks to the Officers. Mr. A. Carnegie said he was most happy to propose a vote of thanks to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary treasurer and Secretary. No society without an efficient body of executive officers could hope to fulfil its obligations. The Report before the meeting was in itself evidence of the successful team work of the Officers of this Society, The vote of thanks was endorsed by all present.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Gateshead.
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