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ANNUAL REPORT.

1963 - 1964.

Obituary. It is with deep regret that the death of Mr. J. E. Kennedy, Honorary Treasurer of the Society for so many years, is recorded. Although we saw little of him, Mr. Kennedy took a deep and abiding interest in our work, and it was to him that we owed the introduction of Miss B. A. Laverick, who acted as his deputy. We take this opportunity to place on record our sincere appreciation of the service so gladly given by Mr. Kennedy to the Voluntary Society for the Blind. 

The Society also wishes to record with regret the death of Mrs. Fairiamb, who took an active interest in the social activities of the Society for many years.

The Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind is pleased to present this report of its work during the year ended 31st March, 1964. The Society, formerly the Home Teaching Society for the Blind, has now completed 97 years of work for the blind people of Newcastle and Gateshead.

Social Activities. The social activities have continued with undiminished enthusiasm throughout the year. The average attendance at the domino drives on Mondays and Wednesdays has been 24, which is a very satisfactory figure. In addition, the fixtures of the North East Games Association has been well supported, and the usual reciprocal Games Socials with Nuns' Moor Veterans and Heaton Veterans have given much pleasure.

The blind choir, under the capable guidance of Miss Pelton, has maintained its very high standard. The gift of an excellent pianola and a splendid collection of rolls has made Miss Pelton's work much easier, and the Society is deeply indebted to Mrs. D. Blaiklock for her kindness in presenting these to the Society.

At the invitation of the Curator of the Saltwell Park Museum an interested group of blind people and their guides from the Gateshead Social Centre were conducted round the museum, afterwards having tea at the Civic Restaurant. We are indebted to Mr. Drinkwater for this invitation, and the Society was more than pleased to defray the cost of the outing.

A further step forward in the Society's programme of group activities was taken when it was decided to arrange three residential week-end schools at Beadnell Hall. The topic chosen for study was the history of the North Country, and tutors were provided by the Extra Mural Department of the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. The first of these schools was held in May 1963 and the second in October, the numbers attending being 47 and 61 respectively. It was particularly gratifying that some blind people who have not previously taken part in the social activities of the Society were among the first applicants for the week-end courses.

Another enjoyable expedition was to Dunstanburgh Castle, when Dr. Mary Fraser, one of the weekend school tutors, conducted a party of fifty around the ruins, and told the story of the castle. An excellent tea was provided at the Choughs at Craster, and this outing added a little more to our knowledge of the history of the North.

The last of the group outings deserving special mention was that arranged by the Director of Welfare Services for a party of Gateshead blind people to visit Wallington Hall. The Society was pleased to contribute towards the cost of this special outing.

Annual Outings. What has become the traditional summer outing given by Newcastle Rotarians was held in July when we were again privileged to have a civic send-off. Transport and tea were provided by the Rotary Club, and the Society arranged lunch at the Empress Ballroom.

As the Rotary Club is unwilling to accept the responsibility of children at its outing, the Society arranged a similar trip to Whitley Bay for blind parents and their children and blind children and their parents. At both of these events we had the invaluable assistance of the Welfare Department Staff, while the St. John Ambulance Brigade looked after first-aid requirements.

The summer outing for the Gateshead blind people was kindly arranged by the Director of Welfare Services, the Society bearing the cost. 
Christmas Grants and Parties. As in the previous year, one big party was held for the Newcastle blind, and the general opinion was that this was the best of a long line of Christmas parties. In Gateshead we were once more indebted to the Corporation for the use of the Town Hall for the Christmas party, and to the Director of Welfare and his staff for their interest and help.

To those blind people who are housebound and therefore unable to attend the parties, a small monetary grant was made. In all 232 Christmas grants were made to folk in Newcastle and Gateshead.

The Soroptimist Club of Newcastle gave a very pleasant party to blind people in the Sutherland Hall at the beginning of December, and provided transport for those who were unable to travel alone and had no guide available. The Newcastle Inner Wheel Club also entertained a number of blind people to a musical afternoon and tea party at the Douglas Hotel. This particular party has been given for many years and we are indeed grateful to the ladies of the Inner Wheel for their long continued interest.

Other Grants. Miscellaneous grants included help to provide extra nourishment for sick people, always on a doctor's recommendation; clothing grants to blind persons going to special Rehabilitation Courses; bedding grants at the request of the respective Welfare Departments, and grants towards furnishing to people moving from clearance areas to new houses. Help was also given towards defraying the cost of cleaning and decoration, and 42 Talking Book rentals were paid, this being an increase of 29 over the previous year.

Chiropody. The demand for Chiropody remained constant, and it was possible to grant all the requests for domiciliary treatment. This is a great boon, to the aged blind.

Premises. Specifications for the alterations to the Sutherland Hall were sent out in October and the contract was given to Messrs. A. Ramage and Son of Gateshead, who have made good progress with the work.

In this connection the Society is appreciative of a gift of furniture for the proposed quiet room from the ladies of Gateshead (East) Inner Wheel and also a very generous contribution of £300 from the Gardner's Trust towards the cost of rewiring the Hall. The existing electrical wiring was thirty years old.

Wireless. Installations of Rediffusion at the reduced rate for blind persons have been arranged in suitable cases, and allocations from the British Wireless for the Blind have enabled all other requests for wireless sets to be met.

North Regional Association for the Blind. The Society has maintained its representation on this body and representatives have attended all meetings. Full reports have been given to Council Meetings of the Society.

Constitution of the Society. The amended Constitution of the Society was approved to take effect as from the 5th December, 1963. 
Office Facilities. Office facilities have been maintained at the customary high level throughout the year and our Secretary, Mrs. C. I. Whiteley has continued to enjoy the confidence and co-operation of the Welfare Departments of Newcastle and Gateshead, and also of all those blind people who take part in the activities of the Society or who seek her help in other ways.

Once again the Society records its deep appreciation of the cooperation so unstintingly given by the Welfare Officers and their staffs, who make Mrs. Whiteley's work for the blind easier and more efficient, as well as being of benefit to the blind people themselves.

Royal National Institute for the Blind. Our relationship with the Royal National Institute for the Blind is of the happiest order, and we are indeed indebted to Mr. G. W. West, the local Organising Secretary, for his unremitting efforts on our behalf.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

                                                                 £ s. d.

Newcastle Rotary Club…………………..54 9 0.

Anonymous………………………………. 5 0 0.

Mrs. J. Brooks …………………………... 0 5 6.

J. Burn Trust ……………………………. 1 1 0.

Miss Hope Dodds ……………………… 8 0 0.

Misses Faulder …………………………. 1 0 0.

Mr. W. Gascoigne ……………………… 1 0 0.

Gateshead Inner Wheel ………………. 2 2 0.

Miss B. A. Laverick ……………………. 1 1 0.

Mrs. Maxwell …………………………. 0 10 0.

Mrs. Morris
...................................... . 2 0 0.

Miss E. McKinley……………………. 1 0 0.

Miss Paramor ..................................   10 0.





                                £77 18 6
Statistics (as at 31st December, 1963) extracted from the Annual. Report of the North Regional Association for the Blind:-



Under 5 years of age
1         -          1 …      -          -        -
5-16 years... ...
       3        3          6 …      3         2       5
16-20 years
... ...       2        2          4 …      1         1       2
21-49 years
... ...      56      45        101 …   17       13    30

 50-64 years
... ...      78      78        156 …   23       31   54
65-80 years
... ...      89      142      231 …   38       51   89   
80 years and over...   39      86        125 …   13       42   55 
                                268  356   624 …   95   140  235

ANNUAL MEETING.

The Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind was held in the Sutherland Memorial Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 22nd October, 1964, under the Chairmanship of Mrs. H. P. Pearey. Also present were Mr. J. A. Armstrong, Mr. A. Carnegie, Alderman A. Crossley, Mrs. A. J. Cunningham, Mrs. E. M. Davison, Miss J. Faulder, Mrs. E. M. Jones, Mrs. J. I. Kirkup, Miss E. E. Laverick, Mr. A. Lawrence Coun. J. H. Lister, Coun. E. Lumsden, Mr. W. A. Mears, Miss J. E. Pearey, Miss R. H. Spence, Miss G. M. Thwaites, Coun. A. Turnbull, Mrs. D. Verity, Miss Al. Weatherston, Mr. G. W. West, Mrs. K. White, and Coun. F. Wind.

The Notice convening the meeting was read by the Secretary. 
Apologies for Absence had been received from the Town Clerk of Newcastle upon Tyne, Alderman N. Garrow, Mr. J. D. Long, Mr. Ellerington, Miss Williams, Miss E. McKinley and Miss Laverick, the Hon. Treasurer, who, unfortunately, was absent on business in Edinburgh.

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Adoption of the Minutes of the 14th Annual General Meeting, which had been circulated, was moved by Miss Spence, seconded by Mrs. Kirkup and unanimously approved.

Membership of the Society. The election of the undermentioned to Membership of the Society, under para. 4B of the Constitution, was proposed by Mrs. Lumsden, seconded by Mrs. E. M. Davison, and unanimously confirmed, these persons having already been elected by the Council of the Society to fill casual vacancies: Miss R. H. Spence, Mrs. O. Verity, Mr. A. Carnegie and Mrs. H. Johnston.

Chairman's Statement. Having welcomed all those present, including those who, although not members of the Society took an interest in its work, the Chairman presented the Annual Report for the year ended 31st March, 1964. In doing this she stressed that although the Report was only the 15th Annual Report of the Society under its present title, the Society was in fact an old and well-established institution. The first Nome Teaching Society for the Blind was founded in 1865; our own Society came into being in 1867, so it is within three years of celebrating its centenary.

Having drawn attention to different items in the Report, the Chairman continued:-
"This then, very briefly, is the report of our work for the, year and I hope you are going to approve it. Perhaps you have noticed it reflects a change in trend, a movement away from the traditional objects and towards an expansion of what, for want of a better description, I call recreational activities.

"To-day the conscientious administration of charities is more difficult than it used to be. The inspiration which led to the formation of many charitable bodies was sympathy with, and a desire to help, the sick and poor, the care of the sick and poor is now the statutory duty of the Health Services and the National Assistance Board. Similarly, of course, education of the poor and the handicapped is the concern of the Ministry of Education; and even the provision of work for disabled persons is becoming increasingly the concern of the Ministry of Labour. Charitable effort must now be seen against the background of the statutory social services, and Charity Trustees must, therefore, I think, in all earnestness ask themselves two questions: (1) Is what we are trying to do something that is already being done by the Statutory services? and (2) What was in the minds, what was the aim of those who founded this particular charity which we are now helping to administer? If the answer to the first question is - Yes, the objects for which the charitable body has been working have now been overtaken by the statutory welfare services-then the policy must be changed, not because one does not want to save the rates, but because the statutory welfare services represent the will of the community; in them the community is saying, collectively, 'I am my brother's keeper.'

"The answer to the second question is harder to find. In our own case it seems to me that what the creators of this Society wanted to do was to relieve the burden of blindness.

"The burden of blindness. As I was making my notes last night I tried to define the burden of blindness and failed. All I could think of was some of the many parts which go to its making and I realised afresh how little one can do about it. No one can light a candle for a blind man so that he can find his collar-stud lying on the floor instead of having to grope for it and knock his head in the search. No one can make a little world in which the blind person can move freely without coming to harm. No one has yet produced a device which will enable him to read the letter which arrives for him by the morning post; he must perforce wait for a seeing person to read it for him. Blindness is a terrible thing for robbing men and women of their independence. Perhaps it is the loss of independence which is the greatest part of the burden.

"The burden of blindness in 1867 was different from what it is to-day. Now no blind person need lack the necessities of life, and few have lacked education. But they still cannot take part in the day-to-day life of the community without sighted help, and even with this help their participation is limited. The ideal is the integration of the blind person into the life of the sighted community, but that is possible only for the fortunate few. For most, life is rather drab, full of frustrations and with an increasing restriction on physical movement. Here I moan simply that the most capable blind man or woman is becoming more house-bound because of modern traffic conditions in urban areas. I personally know many who used to get about with confidence and who could visit their friends and attend church and social meetings, and even do their own shopping, and who now dare not go out without a guide. And when in so many households all the adult members are at work, there is often no guide available. (I wish the Government would give blind people free telephones; that would be one means of contact with the outside world.) But be that as it may, this Society of ours. Which aims to promote the well-being of the blind, must recognise this closing-in of their world and must seek ways of providing companionship, mental stimulation; recreational gatherings, an occasional change of surroundings for those who wish to avail themselves of opportunities to lighten the darkness of their days. This then, shortly, is the reason for the changed trend of policy to which I have drawn your attention.

"This may seem, we believe it is, a praiseworthy aim, but its accomplishment is not easy. Not only must we make the opportunities we otter known to those we think would welcome them, we must first find out who these people are. Indeed, we must try to ensure that all blind persons know of the existence of the Society and its objects. It is here that the consultations with the statutory bodies is so vital; co-ordination of activities and exchange of information are essential if the blind person is to receive the fullest measure of help possible. The Welfare Departments must know what the Society seeks to, do and what it offers; the Society must know what the statutory services are providing and what they cannot provide. This is why we value the co-operation of the Welfare Departments so highly, and why, in our revised constitution, we have provided for the co-option of an elected member of our two Local Authorities to the Council of the Society. We wish that reciprocal co-option had been possible. It has boon gratifying to us, as a Society, to find that all our activities are among those listed as suitable forms of service in the Ministry of Health circular on the development of local authority health and welfare services in co-operation with voluntary organisations.

"I think perhaps I ought to say a little about the statistics which are printed at the end of the draft report. There has again been a decrease in the total number of blind persons in our territory; a decrease of 26 since our last report, and a total decrease of 55 since March 1961. The age factor is important. Up to the age of 64 there is no overall increase in the number of blind persons. Approximately 1 in every 5 is over the age of 80; more than 1 out of every 2 is over the age of 65. In the two towns there are 352 blind persons under 65, and these are very largely the people who desire an expansion of their activities. But not all of these are the responsibility of this Society. Those working in the sheltered workshops enjoy the benefit of a separate charitable fund, drawn largely from the same sources as our own. AND similarly schoolchildren have the benefit of another separate fund administered in conjunction with The Royal Victoria School for the Blind. These two classes, I think, might be assessed at 80 persons and 11 children. This overall statistical picture makes it possible for us to be more venturesome in our recreational experiments.

Although, as I have suggested already, we plan our work against the background of the statutory services, we are nevertheless proud of being an entirely independent charity. We believe that our conception of our work fits the needs of to-day, while paying tribute to all those yesterdays in which the Society strove to meet different needs. It is sometimes suggested that charities of this nature might well be administered by the Welfare Departments, or by Welfare Officials acting in a voluntary capacity. For my part, I cannot see this as other than an unwise suggestion. Active officials should never be put in the position of having additional funds from private charities to disburse. Discretionary benefits supplementary to the statutory services are better awarded by independent persons. We feel that our independence is justified as being in the best interest of those we seek to serve, and as chairman of the Society I confidently ask you to approve this annual report of our work for the year ended 31st Starch, 1964."
The adoption of the report was seconded by Miss Thwaites, who said she thought it was a most excellent report of which the Society should be very proud. All the services, nourishment grants and holidays, as well as the social services provided by the Society in addition to those very valuable services supplied by the Local Authorities, were of inestimable benefit to the blind community. The week-end schools at Beadnell Hall were most successful and the blind people were very fortunate indeed to be served by such an interested and enthusiastic Society. She felt the opportunity must be taken to express gratitude to the Chairman for her conduct of the Society's meetings and her zeal for all that pertained to the welfare of the blind.

After lengthy discussion, particularly in relation to the blind in Gateshead, the report was adopted.

Accounts. In the absence of Miss B. A. Laverick, the Hon. Treasurer, the accounts were presented by Mr. A. Lawrence. Mrs. E. Lumsden formally seconded the adoption of the accounts. After some discussion about the consideration of applications for grants, the accounts were adopted.

Election of the Council. The Chairman declared, that the Council of the Society was dissolved and that the Members offered themselves for re-election (under para 5 (a) of the Constitution). It gave her much pleasure to move the re-election of the retiring Members of the Society en bloc, and this was agreed.

Election of the Honorary Auditors and Honorary Solicitors. In moving the re-election of the Honorary Auditors and Honorary Solicitors, Mr, G. W. West said that both parties gave their services entirely free of charge and the Society was most grateful to them and appreciated their interest and help. The re-election was unanimously endorsed.

Membership of the Society. As a mark of appreciation of long years of service to the Society and the blind people under its care it was unanimously agreed to elect the undermentioned persons to Membership of the Society under Clause 4 (b) of the Constitution: - 

Mrs. R. H. S. Casson, Mrs. E. Jones, Miss E. Laverick, Mrs. Morris, Miss Paramor, Miss J. E. Pearey, Sir. W. Quinn, and Miss H. Wadsworth.

The proposal by Councillor Turnbull to elect to membership of the Society a number of persons to be later named by the Director of Social Welfare, Gateshead, was not seconded.

Thanks to Officers. Mr. F. Wind, on behalf of Members of the Council and Society, thanked the Chairman and Officers of the Council for their services during the year.

The Chairman then declared the meeting closed and invited all present to afternoon tea.
Newcastle upon Tyne.
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