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REPORT.

1962- 1963.

It is with pleasure that the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind offers its report for the year ended 31st March, 1963, the fourteenth year of the Society under its present title. Since it was actually founded as The Home Teaching Society for the Blind in 1867 it has worked for the well-being of the blind without interruption for ninety-six years.

Social Activities. The usual social activities have been carried on at the Sutherland Hall throughout the year and the choir, under Miss Pelton's leadership, continues its enthusiastic way.

A new venture was embarked upon during the summer, when two social-educational outings were arranged, in pursuance of the Society's plan to popularise small group activities.

Conducted by Dr. D. J. Smith of King's College, in May a group visited Hadrian's Wall at Housesteads, and the recently excavated Roman Temple at Carrowbrough. Tea was taken at the 'Twice Brewed Inn'.

In July another group, in three fishing cobles, sailed around the Farne Islands to hear the birds. This trip was conducted by Miss Thompson of Ford Castle, who also brought sound recordings of the birds, which she played over to the party during tea at the Links Hotel, Seahouses.

Both of these outings were tremendously appreciated, and it is hoped to be able to continue this expansion of our social work. We are very indebted to the experts who so generously gave of their time to conduct the parties.

As in the past, reciprocal hospitality has been extended to Veterans' Clubs, and the Hall has been used for the Games Tournaments arranged by the North East Games Association for the Blind. The Hall was also used for the Annual Prize Draw arranged by that Association; this, of course, was the occasion for a party, which was attended by the Lord Mayor of the city.

In March a party of interested blind people were taken to King's College to hear a performance of 'The Yeomen of the Guard' given by the College Operatic Society. Everyone enjoyed the event tremendously.

Annual Outings. The Rotary Club of Newcastle upon Tyne gave its traditional summer outing to Whitley Bay. The Rotary Club provided transport and tea, while the Society provided lunch at the Empress Ballroom. Once again we were privileged to have a civic send-off.

The Society organised a similar outing to Whitley Bay for blind parents and their children; while in
Gateshead the Welfare Department, on our behalf, arranged a summer outing to Redcar, the whole cost being borne by the Society.

Christmas Grants and Parties. Instead of holding two separate parties, one big Christmas party was held. Both catering and entertainment were excellent and many of the blind people expressed their appreciation. We were indebted to Gateshead Corporation for the use of the Town Hall for the Christmas party for the Gateshead blind, and are grateful to the Welfare Department for their co-operation.

298 grants were made to those infirm and bed-ridden persons of Newcastle and Gateshead who were unable to attend the Christmas parties. Early in December the Soroptimist Club of Newcastle upon Tyne gave a party to a representative gathering of blind people in the Sutherland Hall, and on this occasion the entertainment was provided by Miss Pelton's choir, which gave an excellent performance.

Newcastle upon Tyne Inner Wheel Club also entertained a number of blind people at a musical afternoon in the Douglas Hotel. This too was much enjoyed, and we appreciate the Inner Wheel Club's interest in the work of the Society.

Tyneside Recreation Club for the Blind. This club provides pleasure and entertainment for some of the blind, mostly resident in the west end of the city, and it was the Society's pleasure to make a grant of £25 towards the redecoration of their premises during the year.

Holidays. Once again it was possible to make a holiday grant of £3 3s. 0d. to each applicant and the number increased from 49 last year to 64 this year.

What has become the bi-ennial walking holiday organised by Mrs. H. P. Pearey and her voluntary helpers took place in September, when six blind persons from Newcastle and eleven from Gateshead spent a happy week in Cromer. Once again the holiday was outstandingly successful and the party received many pressing invitations to return to Cromer.

Other Grants. Bedding grants were made to bedridden blind persons in Newcastle and Gateshead, in each case at the request of the Welfare Departments. Special grants were made to blind persons going away for Rehabilitation Courses. This is done to help provide new or additional clothing for the prolonged stay away from home. One clothing grant was made in exceptional circumstances, and six grants were made for redecoration of houses. This redecoration was undertaken by volunteers who supply the labour if the Voluntary Society will provide the materials.

Sundry grants were made towards removal expenses and to meet the special needs of blind persons removed to new houses from clearance areas. The annual rental for Talking Books was paid for thirteen persons, and one special grant was made to enable a recently blinded trainee to spend his Christmas holidays at home.

Chiropody Service. This service is becoming increasingly popular and there is a steady demand for domiciliary treatment. Combined with the increased practitioner's fee this has resulted in greater cost to the Society, but the service is obviously one which meets a peculiar need of blind people.

Alteration to Premises. The Society's plans for the improvement of the Sutherland Hall have progressed disappointingly slowly. To comply with the Fire Regulations it has been found necessary to provide a fire escape from the caretaker's premises. However, the Architect now has the matter well in hand, and it is hoped to record greater progress in our next annual report.

Wireless. The allocation of Bush Radios through the British Wireless for the Blind Fund has enabled us to meet all requests from newly registered blind persons, and in several instances to replace outworn models. Applications for the installation of Rediffusion at the reduced rate for blind persons have been satisfactorily dealt with.

North Regional Association. The North Regional Association meetings have been attended by the Society's representatives and full reports of the proceedings have been presented to our monthly meetings.

The Association was granted the use of a room in the Sutherland Hall for several days during the year for a series of special Home Teachers' Refresher classes.

Constitution of the Society. In view of the changing pattern of social welfare, and the re-registration of the Society under the provisions of the Registration of Charities Act, 1960, it was felt that the Society's Constitution ought to be reviewed. Accordingly, a sub-committee was set up to consider the matter and, with the approval of the Society's Honorary Solicitors, to draw up a revised Constitution.

Newcastle and Tyneside Council of Social Service. Also because of the changing pattern of social welfare it was decided that the Society should give its support to the Local Council of Social Service, and add its name to those affiliated to that body.

Office Facilities. It is through the work of the Secretary that valuable contact is maintained and extended with the Welfare Departments of Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead. Enquiries are passed both ways and problems solved as a result of this co-operation, thus avoiding that duplication which can so easily creep in to charitable activities. The Society greatly values the information received from the Welfare Departments from time to time and is most grateful for their understanding co-operation.

Royal National Institute for the Blind. Mr. G. W. West, the local Organising Secretary of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, continues to help us whenever called upon, and his knowledge and experience are most useful in our deliberations.
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Misses Faulder
……………………………1 0 0
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Gateshead (East) Inner Wheel ............... 4 12 0
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Miss Paramor  …………………………….. 0 10 0
Mr. Piper.................................................. 0 12 6
Miss Robinson ……………………………...1 0 0




                                    £68 10 0
Statistics (as at 31st December, 1962) supplied by courtesy of the Welfare Departments of Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead.



Under 5 years of age   1        -       1      …    -        -          -       

5-16 years ...
...
        5      3       8      …   3         2        5
16-20 years
...
...
 2      1       3     …   2         2         4
20-49 years
...
...
60     53    113  …  18       13       31
50-64 years
...
...
84      76   160 …    24      29       53
65 and over
…
...
129    232  361 …   47      99     146
                                281   365   646 … 94   145   239
The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind was held in the Sutherland Memorial Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 7th November, 1963, under the Chairmanship of Mrs. H. P. Pearey. Also present were Miss E. McKinley (Vice-Chairman), Miss B. A. Laverick (Asst. Hon. Treasurer), Mrs. E. Cunningham, Mrs. E. F. Davison, Mrs. E. M. Davison, Misses F. and T. Faulder, Mr. and Mrs. Johnston, Mrs. E. Jones, Mrs J. Kirkup, Miss E. Laverick, Mr. A. Lawrence, Mrs. Morris, Miss Peary, Miss Paramor, Mr. F. Wind, Mr. G. W. West.

The Notice convening the meeting was read by the Secretary. 
Apologies for absence had been received from Mr. J. A. Armstrong, Dr. A. Epstein, Mr. J. D. Long, Mrs. Hindson, Mr. Mears and Miss Thwaites.

Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and unanimously approved.

Annual Report. The Chairman, having welcomed those present, presented the Annual Report for the year to 31st March, 1963. It was gratifying that the social activities at the Sutherland Hall had not only been maintained throughout the year, but had been increased. This was due in large measure to the faithful attention and help of those voluntary workers who come week after week to assist the Secretary, and without whose help she would sometimes find it difficult to carry on.

During the past year the Society had embarked on further ventures to stimulate an interest in smaller group activities, as forecast in the last Annual Report. The first of these experimental outings was a visit to the Roman Wall at Housesteads and the Carrowbrough excavation, under the guidance of Dr. Smith of the University of Newcastle. Dr. Smith, an international authority on Roman History, made the visit supremely interesting and promised that at a later date he, would conduct the party around the University Museum of Archaeology and also to the Black Gate Museum. The second group outing was arranged for those with a liking for the sea. Three fishing boats were hired to sail the party to the Farne Islands to hear the birds. Again the services of an expert were willingly given and Miss Thompson of Ford Castle organised the trip in a most imaginative way.

This new field of recreational activity was being expanded and the Chairman hoped to report further progress next year.

The Annual Summer Outings had followed the usual pattern; that for the Adults being again sponsored by the Newcastle Rotary Club. An outing for Gateshead blind was financed by the Society, as was an outing for those blind parents with children who were not eligible for the Rotary Outing.

Christmas parties were held in this hall for the Newcastle blind and in the Gateshead Town Hall (by courtesy of the Civic authorities) for the blind people of Gateshead. The catering and entertainment was excellent. So that they would not feel forgotten, monetary grants were paid out to those 298 bedridden or housebound blind people unable to attend the parties.

Two of the women's organisations in the city - the Inner Wheel Club and the Soroptimists Club-again entertained parties of blind people with musical interests. Both of these hostess clubs provided transport for the blind guests and this was an enormous help.

A donation of £25 was made to the Tyneside Recreation Club for the Blind towards the cost of decorations of their premises.

Holidays. There was a substantial increase in the number of grants made to blind people going away on holiday, and the bi-annual walking holiday was centred at Cromer. It was twenty-one years since the first walking holiday, and enthusiasm seemed to be undimmed.

Miscellaneous grants followed the usual pattern. Special mention might be made of the allowance of £10 given to blind people going away for rehabilitation, to enable them to purchase additional clothing. The Society, too, had been pleased to co-operate with other organisations who from time to time have undertaken the redecoration of the homes of some of our blind people. These young volunteers have supplied the labour and the Society has provided wallpaper and paint.

Another interesting grant is the payment of the annual rental to the Nuffield Library for the Blind in respect of the newest Talking Book Machines hired to blind people who wish to have them.

The demand for the Chiropody service has increased, particularly for domicilliary treatment. It is felt that this meets a need and is very much appreciated.

Building Improvements. The Society's plans for the improvement of the Sutherland Hall had progressed disconcertingly slowly, partly owing to the unfortunate illness of the architect and partly to planning difficulties. Specifications had now been sent out for tender and it was hoped that when next year's report was presented the alterations would be completed.

The Chairman paid tribute to the help she had received from Miss E, McKinley, her Vice-Chairman, throughout the year; to the invaluable work of Miss Laverick for so many years Assistant Honorary Treasurer of the Society; to all members of the Council and to Mrs. Whiteley, the Secretary, whose successful co-operation with the Local Authorities made for such smooth working. She stressed, too, the unfailing readiness of the Local Branch Secretary of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, Mr. G. W. West, to give his experienced services whenever called upon to do so.

Before concluding, the Chairman drew attention to the Annual Statistics of the blind population in the area. The number of blind persons registered in the Society's area at 31-12-62 was 885, an overall reduction of 45 during the year. The great majority of the blind people fall into two main groups, viz., those over 65 years of age, who numbered 507, and those between the ages of 20 and 49 years, who numbered 357. For most of the elderly all that could be done by the Society was to add some little comfort to their lives. It was in the other group that the frustration and boredom of their lives was most felt. Many of these men and women were physically hale and hearty; they had interests crying out for satisfaction, but at almost every turn they were handicapped by their lack of vision. It was surely for this group that the Society must try to devise and provide aids to a fuller life. The difficulties were as great as the need, but nothing could be done to ameliorate the dreadful handicap of blindness without the intelligent striving of sympathetic sighted friends.

The community had provided the financial means for living and indeed some Local Authorities and notably those of Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead had done more than this- but the task of finding new satisfaction belonged peculiarly to the voluntary organisation, and our own Society must never relax its efforts to make life happier for those 357 men and women who were denied the activities of a normal life because of their physical handicap.

The Chairman then presented the Report for adoption. Miss E. McKinley, Vice-Chairman of the Society, was pleased to second the report, which she would do very formally. She could confirm that the blind people had enjoyed, the small group activities much more so than the larger gatherings and it was hoped that we could continue to increase these small group activities. She expressed her very sincere thanks to the Chairman for her unbounded interest. The adoption of the report was unanimous.

Accounts. Miss Laverick presented the accounts for the year, and Mrs. Lumsden seconded their adoption, expressing her thanks to Miss Laverick who, she said, knew exactly where the Society stood financially and whose work was much appreciated.

Re-election of the Council. Mrs. Jones moved the re-election of the Council ad hoc and said she would like to add her congratulations to the Chairman and the Council for, as had already been mentioned, it needed rather more vision and imagination to cater satisfactorily for small groups of blind people than for large scale organisation. She was quite sure that every person who came on to the blind register found a friend in the Voluntary Society which gave them a sense at once of belonging to a community which understood their problems and was ready to help.

It gave her great pleasure to move the re-election of the Council. This was unanimously agreed.

Re-election of the Honorary Solicitors and Honorary Auditors.
Mr. G. W. West moved the re-election of the Honorary Solicitors, Messrs. Davis Bell & Co., and said he would like to thank them for the splendid service which they rendered to the Society; also Messrs. Price Waterhouse & Co. who for many years had given their professional services entirely free of charge as Honorary Auditors. The re-elections were unanimously agreed.
Thanks to the Officers. Mr. Johnston proposed a vote of thanks to the Officers of the Committee for the splendid work they had done. After hearing the report one realised how much time and work went into the service the Society gave to the blind. He was quite sure he could speak with all sincerity on behalf of the blind.

The Chairman declared that that brought us to the end of another Annual General fleeting and invited all present to take tea in the recess.
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