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REPORT.

1961 - 1962.

The year ended 31st March, 1962, is the thirteenth year of the Society under its present title, but since it was established in 1867 it has carried on its work for the blind without interruption for 95 years.

Social Activities. The social activities have continued to be well attended throughout the year and they have been expanded by the addition of a blind choir. This meets weekly under the leadership of Miss Pelton, and is an enthusiastic group who much appreciate their new meeting place.

During the year reciprocal hospitality has been extended to Veterans' Clubs and the Hall has been available for the Games Tournaments arranged by the North East Games Association for the Blind.

Annual Outings. The summer outing for Adult Blind persons in Newcastle was again sponsored jointly by the Rotary Club and the Society. This was a very happy occasion and was followed later in the month by the Society's outing for blind parents and their children. Transport is arranged from the Hall to the point of destination and return, and we were privileged to have a civic send-off. The Lord Mayor of the City never fails to show his interest in our annual outing.

On behalf of the Society, Gateshead Welfare Department arranged a summer outing to the seaside for the blind people under their care, and the whole cost of this was borne by the Society.

These summer outings attract quite a number of the more elderly blind people who perhaps feel unable to venture out during the colder weather.

Christmas Grants and Parties. Christmas parties were arranged on the traditional pattern. That for Newcastle was held in the Sutherland Memorial Hall, while for the Gateshead party Gateshead Corporation very kindly allowed us the use of their Town Hall. These Christmas gatherings provide a welcome opportunity for the meeting of old friends. The excellent catering was greatly enjoyed and the entertainment provided was of a high order.

Special mention must be made of the members of the Newcastle West End Amateur Operatic Society who gave such a polished and well-varied concert to the Newcastle gathering, and for which they would accept no fee.

Holidays. The Society is happy to report that it was possible to make a grant of £3 3s. to each of the 49 applicants who asked for help towards their holiday expenses. The only condition attached to these grants is that the holiday be spent away from home.

Other Grants. This heading covers grant, for clothing, bedding, etc.; nourishment for the frail and convalescent; cleaning and house decoration and help towards expenses incurred upon removal to new accommodation. Clothing grants are given under exceptional circumstances, as are, applications for bedding.

Nourishment grants are made in weekly payments over a period of three months - always on the suggestion of the Home Teacher, and supported by a doctor's certificate. Other grants are made as a result of the Home Teacher drawing attention to a need, and the Society gladly acknowledges the helpful co-operation of the teachers. It is seldom that the Society feels unable to help.

Chiropody continues to be constantly demanded and it is felt that the Society is meeting a real need.

Talking Books. As reported last year, the Society has agreed to meet the rental charge which is to be made on the new talking books. The orders for talking books are being steadily met, but the demand continues to increase as more and more newly blind people learn about them.

Wireless. Thanks to the generosity of the British Wireless for the Blind Fund in supplying our estimated allocation, all blind persons have been supplied with either a Bush Radio or Rediffusion at the reduced rate for registered blind persons.

North Regional Association. All meetings of this Association have, been attended by representatives of this Society, who have brought back full reports of discussions and activities.

Office Facilities. Under the direction of the Society's Secretary, Mrs. C. I. Whiteley, office facilities have been maintained uninterruptedly. Mrs. Whiteley receives the willing and sympathetic co-operation of the Welfare Departments of both Newcastle and Gateshead. This co-ordination of the work done in the area continues to improve the quality of the service to the blind, whether given by the Voluntary Society or, we hope, the Local Authorities.

Essay Competition. The Essay Competition held by the Society in March of the year under review attracted entries from all over the country. The overall winners were Mr. R. Best of Leeds and Miss O. M. Roper of Birmingham, who each received a prize for £5 5s., while the best local entry in the opinion of the adjudicators was Miss Dorothy Robson of Gateshead, who was awarded the area prize of £3 3s. Although little that was entirely new was suggested in the essays, it was obvious that most of the competitors had given very careful thought to their subject and some interesting ideas were put forward. All the suggestions made are being carefully considered by the Society and will, if and where practicable, be incorporated in future work. It was noted with interest that several requests for more ' small group ' activities were made. This supports the policy of the Society mentioned in last year's report and much thought is being given to this side of the Society's work.

Improvement of Premises. The progress made in the Society's Premises Improvement Scheme has been disappointingly slow, but plans have now been approved by the Local Authority and the architect hopes soon to be in a position to draw up specifications for the work. We are most anxious to have this work carried out as quickly as possible.

Royal National Institute for the Blind. 
Mr. G. W. West, the Local Organising Secretary of the R.N.I.B., has, as in past years, helped the Society in every possible way, perhaps especially in Committee deliberations, in which his wealth of knowledge of other organisations working for the welfare of the blind is especially helpful. We are grateful to him for his co-operation.

Acknowledgments. Special thanks are extended to the many helpers and friends for their valuable services and gifts: - 
Miss B. A. Laverick, Asst. Hon. Treasurer. 
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The Wireless for the Blind Fund.

The Royal Blind Pension Society of the United Kingdom. 
Newcastle upon Tyne Rotary Club.

Newcastle upon Tyne Soroptimists' Club. 
Gateshead Inner Wheel.

Newcastle upon Tyne Inner Wheel. 
Gardner's Trust.

Mrs. A. Cunningham. 
Mrs. E. Jones.

Miss J. E. Pearey.

Subscriptions and Donations.

Miss Hope Dodds ... ....... 4 0 0.

Miss Dowsland
............. 1 10 0.

Misses Faulder
............
1 0
0.

Mr. W. Gascoigne ……..1 0 0.

Mrs. Johnson …............ 1 10 0.

                Gateshead Inner Wheel .. 2 2 0.

Miss Paramor ...........
0 10 6.

Mr. Piper ....................... 1 0 0.

Miss B. A. Laverick ......
1 1
0.

Mrs. Morris ..................1 10 0.

J. Burn Trust ……………1 0
0.

Newcastle Rotary Club… 26 0 0.

N.E. Games Association … 1 0 0.

Statistics (as at 31st December, 1961)


Under 5 years of age…   1      -      1  …
      -          -        -
       
5 and under 16…            6      3      9  …       3          2      5   
16 and under 20 …         3      1      4 …        2          2      4

20 and under 49 ...
   63     44   118…      18       13   31
50 and under 64 ...
   82     85   167 …     28       32   60 
65 and over...                137   228  365 …     46     100 146
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The Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society was held in the Sutherland Memorial Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 1st November, under the chairmanship of Mrs. H. P. Pearey.

Also present were Miss E. McKinley (Vice-President), Miss B. A. Laverick (Assistant Hon. Treasurer), Mr. H. Craig, Chief Welfare Officer, Newcastle upon Tyne Corporation; Mrs. E. Cunningham, Mrs. E. M. Davison, Mrs. E. F. Davison, Misses T. and J. Faulder, Miss E. E. Laverick, Mrs. E. Lumsden, Mr. H. Luxton, Mr. W. A. Mears, Miss B. Paramor, Miss G. Al. Thwaites, Miss Z. Williams.

The Notice convening the meeting was read by the Secretary.

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. J. A. Armstrong, Dr. Epstein, Mr. A. Lawrence, Mr. J. D. Long, and Mr. G. W. West.

Minutes of the last meeting, having been circulated, were taken as read. Their adoption was moved by Mr. Mears and seconded, by Mrs Lumsden, and approved by the meeting.

Obituary. Before the business of the meeting started the Chairman, with deep regret, reported the death of Alderman James Clydesdale, President of the Society. Alderman Clydesdale had been an outstanding figure in the world of the blind, locally and nationally. More than that, he had made his mark in civic affairs and had been a distinguished and respected Lord Mayor of the City. His enthusiasm and deep political convictions were tempered by sound judgment born of long experience. Not only the blind community, but the city too, would be the poorer by his passing. All present stood in silence as a tribute of their regard and regret.

Annual Report. Presenting the report for the year ended 31st March, 1962, the Chairman drew attention to the social activities at the Sutherland Hall. These had been not only maintained, but slightly increased. It was a particular pleasure that Miss Pelton's Blind Choir had again made the Hall their headquarters. The original choir had been started through the enthusiasm, sound musical knowledge and generosity of the late Mr. A. Cunningham, until his death a most valued member of the Council of the Society and it was good to know that the work was still being carried on. The outings had followed the traditional pattern, and had been particularly appreciated by the older people. The Christmas parties, too, had been popular, but here a change had been made. As the children of our blind parents grew older it was becoming apparent that the parents found it increasingly difficult to cope with them at what used to be called our "Children's Party" and so we had reverted to our original pattern of holding one big party for all the adult blind.

To show the children that they had not been forgotten a small gift was made to each child. In addition, and through, the generosity of Mrs. Cunningham, each blind children received a special gift.

Holidays. The Society was very happy that it had once again been able to make a holiday grant to all who had applied. To make a grant to every blind person would cost more than the total income of the Society, but no applicant who was actually going away for a holiday had been refused.

It remained the policy of the Society to so manage its resources that no service once started had to be curtailed. This is the answer to those critics who ask why the whole of our income is not spent in every financial year. This year showed a slight surplus of income over expenditure; next year there may be a deficit. During the year the income had been fractionally over one shilling per blind person per week; only careful management could ensure that this was spent to produce the greatest good to those who need help or to whom some extra service might provide an opportunity for a fuller life.

The progress made with the proposed alterations to the Sutherland Hall had been disappointingly slow, but the architect had now prepared the specifications and these had gone out for tender. It was very much hoped that it would be possible to report the completion of the scheme at next year's Annual General Meeting.

Essay Competition. Last year the holding of an Essay Competition was reported. Registered blind persons were asked for suggestions as to how voluntary agencies might best supplement statutory welfare provision. As was perhaps to be expected, many of the suggestions made concerned ways and means of expanding the cultural side of a blind person's life. Every suggestion is being carefully examined: in its plans to increase smaller group activities the Society had already shown its awareness of the need for more leisure time activities.
The Chairman felt that everyone reading the annual report would agree that the overall picture was one of decreasing need of the traditional pattern. This was due, in the main, to two causes; viz, the increase of the blind pension and the increasing implementation of their permissive powers by the Local Authorities, especially in the recreational and domestic services. But this did not lessen the need for the Voluntary Society. Rather it necessitated a change of emphasis in is work. Now that the physical necessities of life were assured to all blind persons, it ought to be possible to build for them a fuller and more gracious life within the limits of their handicap. To help in this building must be the aim of voluntary agencies.

The adoption of the report was seconded by Miss E. McKinley, Vice-Chairman of the Society, who paid tribute to the Chairman for her leadership. The report was then unanimously adopted by the meeting.

Accounts. The accounts were presented by Miss B. A. Laverick and seconded by Mrs. E. F. Davison, and unanimously adopted by the meeting.
Re-election of Officers. Mr. H. Craig, Chief Welfare Officer of Newcastle upon Tyne, proposed the re-election of the Officers and this was unanimously carried by the meeting. 
Vote of Thanks to the Officers. Mr. Craig then moved a vote of thanks to the Officers and paid tribute to the co-operation which his department always received when they approached the Society. He was quite sure that the blind people of Newcastle and Gateshead reaped considerable benefit from the liaison which existed between the voluntary agencies and the Local Authorities, and hoped that the existing happy state of affairs would long continue.

This concluded the business of the meeting and the members adjourned for tea.
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