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REPORT.

1958-1959.

This report for the year ended 31st March, 1959, is the Tenth Annual Report of the Society under its present title. It is well, however, to remember that the Society in its original form was founded in 1867, and has therefore a long record of service to the blind population of Newcastle and Gateshead.

Resignations and New Appointments.

The Society was fortunate in that there were no resignations from the Council during the year under review, and doubly fortunate in the appointment of Dr. A. Epstein and Mr. F. Wind to fill vacancies in the Newcastle and Gateshead representation. We welcome these gentlemen who have already proved their worth in the conduct of the Society's affairs.

Social Activities. 
The bi-weekly social afternoons have been well patronised throughout the year and a very good average of attendance maintained. A special outing was arranged for this Sutherland Hall group early in June, the members contributing the cost of the refreshments while the Society paid for transport. A most enjoyable day was spent at Seaton Carew and Hartlepool.

Once again reciprocal parties were enjoyed with the members of a local Veterans' Club, and blind people and veterans alike enjoyed the competitions and refreshments.

Annual Outings. 
As in so many years past, Newcastle Rotary Club again offered to sponsor an outing to Whitley Bay. This outing sets the pattern of the big annual outings and 197 blind people and their guides had a happy day. Even the weather relented a little, and the sun shone for most of the time after a very rainy start. The blind people were the guests of the Society for lunch, while the cost of tea and transport, and the usual gift of cigarettes, was met by the Rotarians, who not only came to the Hall to give us a happy send-off, but also welcomed us at the Empress Ballrooms for tea. The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, too, came in person to bring civic greetings before the party left Newcastle.

The second large-scale outing of the Newcastle folk was also to Whitley Bay, and on this occasion it was for blind parents with their children and blind children with their parents. The whole cost of this outing was borne by the Society.

Gateshead, of course, was not forgotten, and on the 18th July 120 blind people and their guides had an outing to Seaburn. This was most efficiently arranged by the Director of Welfare Services of Gateshead, the cost of catering and transport being borne by this Society.

Christmas Parties. 
As with the outings, the blind people are divided into two groups for the Christmas parties. At one party adult blind people and their guides are entertained and at the other blind parents with their children and blind children with their parents. At each party a special Christmas tea and an entertainment was provided and every child of school age and under received a present from the Society. In addition, each blind child received a special gift.

Monetary grants are made to those aged and bed-ridden blind persons who are unable to attend the parties and in the year under review these grants amounted to £83 5s. The blind people of Gateshead enjoyed similar entertainments. These were arranged by the Director of Welfare Services and the cost was borne by this Society.

Classes. 
The Society is pleased to place the Hall at the disposal of the Home Teachers for weekly handicraft classes and these are held on two afternoons each week. In this connection our "Shop" was lent to the teachers for one week before Christmas for the display and sale of work done in the classes of all the Home Teachers, and the experiment proved quite successful.
A typewriter is available in one of the small rooms for the use of any blind person who wishes to practise typewriting or write letters.

Gifts to the Society. 
Our thanks are due to the many friends who have again remembered the Society and presented us with clothes, furniture, shoes, wireless sets, bedding and toys for the Children's Christmas Party. All these gifts have been appropriately distributed and much appreciated by the recipients.
Grants made by the Society.  

A summary of the grants made during the year again shows that the greatest number of requests is for holiday grants. This is surely one of several signs that the basic needs of the blind community can be more adequately met out of 'pensions' than used to be the case. Nourishment and clothing grants continue to be asked for and awarded in suitable cases; while grants for bedding and re-decoration are made on the advice and recommendation of the Home Teachers. Help is given towards the purchase of special equipment for the blind, such as Braille watches, typewriters and talking books, and white sticks are provided free of charge. With the development of housing some of our blind people are being removed from poor property to Council estates, and in these cases help is given with removal expenses and grants made towards the cost of curtaining and floor covering. In all some 140 grants have been made during the year, involving an expenditure of £631.
Chiropody Service. 
Regular treatment has been maintained throughout the year and the service considerably extended. It is filling a special need since the nature of their disability makes it impossible for most blind people to care for their feet. The service is-much appreciated.

Walking Holiday Group. 
For the ninth time the Chairman of the Society organised a walking holiday for sixteen blind men and women from Newcastle and Gateshead. On this occasion the holiday was spent at Barmouth in mid-Wales. The party embarked successfully on all the organised walks from the Holiday Centre and took part in the dancing and other social activities in the evenings. In addition, the more intrepid members practised rowing and two of the men went swimming while the others paddled at the water's edge and gave vocal encouragement. It was a very happy and successful holiday.

A jolly re-union of those who have taken part in these walking holidays was held at Christmas at the invitation of the Chairman and her helpers, and it was the pleasure of the Society to lend the Sutherland Hall for this occasion.

Office Facilities. 
The office is open each afternoon for enquiries, etc., and every endeavour is made to solve problems that arise. We are very grateful for the continued co-operation of the staffs of the Welfare Departments of Newcastle and Gateshead who help to widen the scope of our work by drawing attention to necessitous cases. Their knowledge of individual needs is valuable, and the liaison which exists between the Society and the Welfare Departments helps to prevent that overlapping which could occur without detailed information.

Mr. West, too, who is the local organising Secretary for the Royal National Institute for the Blind, is always helpful, and through him we maintain effective co-operation with the Institute.

North Regional Association for the Blind.

We continue to be represented on this body which is made up of members of the Local Authorities and various agencies working for the welfare of the blind. Our representatives are the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and when they are unable to attend meetings other members of the Council, in turn, serve as proxies. We have been represented at the proceedings has been given to members of the Council.

Acknowledgments. 
Special thanks are extended to the following for all meetings of the Association throughout the year, and a full report of their services and gifts:-
Miss B. A. Laverick, Asst. Hon. Treasurer.

Messrs. Price Waterhouse & Co. (Hon. Accountants). 
Messrs. Davis, Bell & Co. (Hon. Solicitors).

The Wireless for the Blind Fund.
Miss E. Tongue.

Mrs. Bell.

Mrs. A. J. Cunningham. 
Mr. Austin.

Mrs. Morton.

Mrs. E. M. Davison, 
Mrs. E. M. Jones. 
Mr. Aarstad.

Northumberland Women's Guild.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

(April 1st, 1958, to March 31st, 1959).


£ s. d.

Anonymous ... ...
...
...
...
  10 0
The Burn Charity ...
...
_.
...
1 1 0
Mrs. Hope Dodds ...
...
...
...
3 9 7
Mrs. Fairlamb ...
...
...
...
010 6
Mr. W. Gascoigne ...
...
...
1 0 0
Miss E. McKinley ...
...
...
...
1 0 0
Miss B. A. Laverick
...
...
...
1 0 0
M. Nisbet (Bequest)
...
...
...
1 1 0
Miss Paramor ...
...
...
...
 10 6
Mr. W. Piper ...
...
...
...
      1 0 0
Nuns' Moor Veterans ...
...
...
 10 0
                                              £11 12 7
The Tenth Annual Meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind was held in the Sutherland Memorial Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 1st October, 1959, and was presided over by the Chairman, Mrs. H. P. Pearey. Also present were Alderman J. Clydesdale, J.P. (President), Miss F. McKinley, Vice-Chairman; Miss B. A. Laverick, Asst. Hon. Treasurer; Mr. Armstrong, representing Gateshead Welfare Department; Mrs. Audus; Mr. J. Bulmer, Welfare Officer, Newcastle upon Tyne; Mr. J. Costello, Regional Welfare Officer; Dr. Epstein, Mrs. E. Davison, Misses T. and J. Faulder, Mrs. J Kirkup, Miss E. E. Laverick, Mr. W. A. Mears, Mrs. Morris, Miss G. M. Thwaites, M.B.E., Mr. F. Wind, and the Secretary, Mrs. C. I. Whiteley. The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting.

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. A. J. Cunningham, Mr M. Aynsley, Mr. F. M. Kellett, Mr. and Mrs. Fairlamb, Mr. J. D. Long, Miss Paramor and Mrs. Hindson.

In opening the meeting Mrs. Pearey said it gave her very great pleasure to see our band of faithful friends on the occasion of our Tenth Annual Meeting.

Minutes of the Ninth Annual Meeting, having been circulated, were taken as read and unanimously adopted.

Mrs. Pearey said: " You have all had a draft copy of the Society's Tenth Annual Report and in presenting it to you for adoption this afternoon I feel I must pay tribute to our Secretary for her increasing grasp and understanding of the Society's affairs as manifested in this careful record of our work during the year ended 31st March, 1959.

When I performed a similar duty last year I envisaged an expansion of the Society's work and there is evidence of this, both in the Secretary's Report and in the accounts which Miss Laverick, our Assistant Hon. Treasurer, is shortly going to place before you. Despite a drop of some £600 in our income, due to a smaller yield from the collections and the absence of legacies, we have, in a modest way, stepped up all our grant expenditure except that on wireless repairs (apparently there has not been the same need for wireless repairs during the year). We have made more holiday grants and spent more on clothing and bedding; on grants to the aged, sick and infirm; on grants for extra nourishment and on outings and other social activities. This makes pleasant reading, reflecting as it does, out willingness and ability to provde those little extras which help to make the lives of the blind men and women less drab.

Despite reasonable economy, the maintenance costs of the Sutherland Hall have increased; but of course these are largely out of our control, e.g., increased rates. In looking at the rather large slice of our income which is swallowed up by the Hall we must remember that in a city like ours the rent of even the smallest office would be considerable and we must have an office from which to conduct the Society's business. Then again, it is part of our service to the blind people to provide office accommodation, including heating, lighting and cleaning, to the local branch of the Royal National Institute for the Blind at a very small cost. We are happy to do this, since we benefit so greatly from the efficiency of the R.N.I.B. and the enthusiastic endeavours of Mr. West and his staff.

Equally important, I think, is the maintenance of this commodious hall as a central meeting place for the blind community, and a rendezvous for what I might perhaps call the 'mass' occasions when we have a large number of blind people and their guides gathered together for some social activity. One sometimes hears comparisons with the smaller administrative costs of the rural areas, but there the various activities must, of necessity, be spread over a large number of small units, whereas in a city the need is to weld the blind community, so far as it is possible, into a large whole. This cannot be done without a central office and a large hall, and we must count ourselves lucky in the possession of the Sutherland Hall, and remember with gratitude the generosity and interest of the Sutherland family which made our work here possible. I have been doing some arithmetic and it seems to me that the Hall is used by the blind people on some 230 days a year, apart from the occupation of the office staffs. Perhaps this in itself justifies our expenditure on the premises.

Our administrative clerical expenses are rather less than last year, and this of course reflects the changed secretarial pattern which, thanks to the enthusiasm of Mrs. Whiteley, is working smoothly and well.

The statistics continue to show a reduction in the number of registered blind persons in the area. On 31st March last, there were in Newcastle and Gateshead 950, made up of 430 men and 520 women. Of these more than half were over 65 years of age and more than three-quarters over the age of 50. Only 20 were under the age of 21. Approximately one in seven in Newcastle and one in ten in Gateshead were in employment of some sort.

Although in this year under review it is the expansion of our traditional fields of help rather than new departures that is the outstanding characteristic, the members of the Society's Council are aware of the changing needs of the blind community. More than ever the sightless can be divided into two groups, There is the very large group of the elderly and aged, whose chief need is recreation and some extra comforts to help to ease the burden of advancing years, a burden to which in their case has been added the affliction of blindness. And there is the much smaller group of men and women who in the fullness of life have to suffer the frustrations of blindness and who long to take a useful part in the life of the sighted community. The Welfare State has wiped destitution out of the lives of the blind, but inevitably the benefits at bestows must to a large extent be uniform. It is the special function of the voluntary agency to-day to pioneer, so that new fields of pleasure and usefulness become available to blind men and women, and to discriminate, so that in some small degree at least the satisfaction of temperament, the development of personality and the encouragement of initiative can be catered for. We would like to play our part in this sphere. For instance, now that so many of our citizens are being housed in happier surroundings we are becoming increasingly aware of the desire of some of the not-so-old single blind people to live independently in furnished rooms or flatlets. We understand, too, the reluctance of landlords to let accommodation to blind or near-blind tenants. We do not like the idea of residential institutes, nor do the blind people, but perhaps a middle course might be found rather after the pattern of N.C.W. House or Bentinck House. This, I think, is something at which we might take a look in the not too distant future.

Before I conclude my remarks I must pay my own personal tribute to my Vice-Chairman and all the members of the Society's Council who have so splendidly supported me throughout the year. They have been very pleasant to work with and I feel we are becoming a very enthusiastic team. I am still quite a new chairman and I offer them all my thanks for their toleration of my inadequacies and their very ready help whenever I appeal for any special service.

I must, too, thank the Welfare Officers of Newcastle and Gateshead and their staffs for all their co-operation throughout the year. I am sure that the good feeling which exists between us has added materially to the welfare of the blind in both towns.

I have already mentioned Mr. West who not only collects so much of our money for us, but who also gives us very generously of his time at our monthly committee meetings. We always value his help and advice.

Miss Laverick, of course, is invaluable. I just cannot imagine the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind without Miss Laverick. Her devotion to the Society's affairs is beyond reproach and her knowledge of the little ways of the blind people has to be encountered to be believed. I am indeed grateful to Miss Laverick.

Indeed, to all who have contributed in any way to the happy working of our affairs during the year we are considering, I offer my most appreciative thanks. And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have great pleasure in proposing the adoption of the draft report which, as I said at the beginning, is already in your possession."
Adoption of the Report. Miss E. McKinley (Vice-Chairman), seconding the adoption of the comprehensive draft report, said she hoped our friends would continue to give us their support in the future as in the past.

Alderman J. Clydesdale (President) spoke in support of the adoption of the report and said: "I have never had placed upon me a more pleasurable duty than to thank Madam Chairman for her very hearty welcome, and confirm and generally agree with all she has talked to us about. I believe that the blind folk in this town are pretty well off compared with what they were before this Society was in existence. I believe that Blind Welfare has become a really forceful service and good work is being done. 
I have heard to-day something of what is being done. I have heard the blind cases being examined and the findings expressed. The Committee, in my judgment as a blind man, are anxious to help in every possible way. Blindness itself is a terrible calamity. It isolates you in a most emphatic way. I feel that we need the kind help of men and women such as Mrs. Pearey, Miss McKinley and the other members of this Society. I hope that the blind people of Newcastle and Gateshead will be appreciative in every sense of what is done for them, and that we will convey to our sighted friends from time to time our thanks for what they are doing and will do for the blind people. I am, therefore, going to ask to you to endorse the work of Mrs. Pearey, Mrs. Whiteley and the Treasurer, Miss Laverick.”
The adoption of the report was carried.

Balance Sheet for the year ended 31st March, 1959. 
Adoption moved by Miss Laverick, Asst. Hon. Treasurer. Miss G. Al. Thwaites seconded the adoption and said it was nice to know we were in such a sound financial position. There seemed to be no further explanation to make, although she often wondered if we all appreciated the time and work that went into the production of such a satisfactory report.

The accounts were then adopted.

Election of Officers. 
Mr. Bulmer, Newcastle Welfare Officer, moved that the existing Council be re-elected and this recommendation was seconded by Mr. Armstrong, representative for Gateshead Welfare Department.

This was unanimously endorsed by the meeting.

Vote of thanks to Officers. 
Mr. F. Wind, Gateshead, moved a vote of thanks and wished to say that he had enjoyed every minute of his service with the Council and it was with the greatest possible pleasure that he moved a vote of thanks for the very excellent work done during the last twelve months.
Miss Laverick said she would like to express her appreciation of the work that Mrs. Whiteley had done on the social side of the Society's work. Mr. Bulmer voiced the thanks of the local authority for the happy co-operation between his staff and the Society, and for the help received and the work done.

The Local Authority had certain duties laid upon it and the task of carrying out these duties would be far greater without the Voluntary Society. There was still room for the voluntary effort and he was glad to say there was no reduction in that effort.

Mr. Armstrong also voiced the appreciation of the Local Authority of Gateshead. Mrs. Pearey thanked them and said we enjoyed their help. At this point the meeting was closed and tea was served.
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