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REPORT.

1957-1958.

In submitting the Ninth Annual Report of the Society, we have first to record the election of Alderman J. P. Clydesdale as President in succession to the Rev. Canon Alfred Thomas, M.A., F.R.S.L., deceased. Both in the civic life of the City of Newcastle and in the world of blind welfare Alderman Clydesdale has been an outstanding figure. We are indeed privileged to have a man of such ability and experience to preside over the work of our Society, and we hope that under his guidance our work will become increasingly valuable to the blind people of Newcastle and Gateshead.

Resignations and New Appointments.

In June, 1.957, the Society suffered a grievous loss through the resignation of Mrs. C. M. Rollo, who had been Secretary of the Society for ten years. Before taking over the Secretaryship Mrs. Rollo had been a Trainee Home Teacher for the Blind, and she was therefore well aware of the many aspects of blind welfare. She brought to her work for the Society a sincerity and conscientiousness that were recognised by all who came into contact with her, and it was almost with dismay that we received her resignation, tendered because she wished to take up a business appointment. We place on record our appreciation of her services and offer our very good wishes for her happiness and success in the new career upon which she has embarked.

In August, 1957, our present Secretary, Mrs. C. I. Whiteley, took up her duties. Since the Society ceased to be the delegated agent of the two local authorities it has returned to its earlier status of a purely voluntary charitable body, and the work has to some extent contracted. Conscious of its responsibility to administer the funds in its care to the greatest possible benefit of the blind community, the Council of the Society felt that with the necessity to appoint a new secretary the time had come to make a change in the office administration. After very careful consideration it was decided to appoint a part-time secretary and Mrs. Whiteley was engaged in that capacity. She is carrying out her duties with efficiency and enthusiasm and has already established a most friendly relationship with the blind men and women who frequent our social centre. We hope that she will enjoy her service with us.

We suffered another severe loss in January, 1958, when Mr. Walter Pease, who had served on our Council for many years, left the district to reside in Hull. Mr. Pease came to Newcastle as the Secretary of the local branch of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, and when he retired from that position he continued to work for the Society as a Member of our Council and Finance Committee. Mr. Pease had almost a lifetime of experience in different fields of work for the blind, and he combined this experience with a zeal and understanding which were invaluable in the day-to-day work of the Society. We shall miss his cheery presence and unfailing helpfulness. We know that he was as sorry to leave us as we were to lose him, but we wish him well in his new life. Hill has gained what we have lost.

During the year we were delighted to welcome to our ranks Mr. W. A. Mears who was appointed to fill a vacancy in the Gateshead representation. Mr. Mears has spent many years in public service, and already we are feeling the value of his contribution to our counsels. We welcome him most sincerely.

Another new representative from Gateshead is Mrs. J. Kirkup, who was appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mrs. E. H. Hardy. Mrs. Kirkup, too, has much experience of social service and we welcome her because we feel sure she will strengthen our work.

Social Activities. 
Bi-weekly social afternoons have been continued throughout this year, and we are glad to report not only regular attendance but steadily increasing support. These are organised by our secretary, who receives most valuable help from Miss B. A. Laverick (our Hon. Assistant Treasurer) and faithful voluntary helpers.

In addition, special features are arranged. One such was an outing in May, which was thoroughly enjoyed. The group who meet regularly at the Hall become very friendly and enjoy being together for out-of-the-ordinary treats. On another occasion a special tea party was arranged at which members of a nearby Old Age Pensioners' Group were entertained at the Hall, and friendly games contests formed part of the programme. Then again, the North East Games Teams were entertained by the ' Desmond ' Group. These are little highlights which make the solid regular social work at Jesmond even more enjoyable. The Hall was also available for the use of the Home Teachers, who hold regular classes for instruction in handicrafts, braille and typewriting. 
Grants made by the Society. 
Of the grants made by the Society those for holidays are the most numerous. It is our aim to make a grant to each person who applies, provided that he or she is actually going away, and we are happy to report that in the year under review no applicant for a holiday grant was refused.

The blind population of Newcastle and Gateshead, as elsewhere, is an increasingly ageing one, and grants for extra nourishment fill a genuine need. Always they go to men and women who are bedridden or confined to the house. They are given on the advice of doctors and are continued as long as the need exists.

Extra bedding, too, is another need of the elderly and, on the advice of Home Teachers, several grants of blankets have been made.

In exceptional circumstances grants for clothing are also made, again on the suggestion of the Home Teachers.

In addition, we have throughout the year helped with the purchase of braille watches, extra furnishings to families removed from slum areas to new houses and have made grants towards the cost of cleaning and re-decorating materials (this latter work is undertaken through the good offices of groups of young people attached to the Society of Friends and a local church, who provide the labour free of cost to the blind people). We also help with the cost of repairs to watches and wireless sets, the purchase of new mattresses for special cases and with removal expenses.

Gifts to the Society. 
We have to thank many friends for various gifts to the Society throughout the year. All of these have been distributed to what seems the best advantage.

Rediffusion and Wireless Service. 
The allocation of instruments received from the Wireless for the Blind Fund has been dealt with and throughout the year the Rediffusion Service has been made available to those who applied to the Society. Instruments already issued have been maintained at the expense of the Society.

Chiropody Service. 
This service is now well established and much appreciated by those who need such attention. Regular treatment is maintained, and it has been found possible to deal with all enquiries.

Annual Outings. 
We have again to thank the Rotary Club of Newcastle for their interest in the blind people of the city. As in past years, a most enjoyable outing to Whitley Bay was arranged for the adult blind. Luncheon was provided by the Society, and at the tea given by the Rotary Club we were delighted to be welcomed by some of the Rotarians in person. We welcomed, too, the interest of the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, who came to give a civic send-off to the party.

A week later an outing for blind parents with their children was arranged by the Society, and we were again fortunate in having a fine day, although it was not really warm enough to sit about. The programme ended with fun and games at the Livingstone Hall, where the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

A similar outing was arranged for the blind people of Gateshead, when a very happy day was enjoyed at Seaburn. This was arranged by the Welfare Department, and the cost borne by this Society.

Christmas Parties. 
Sutherland Hall was the centre for Christmas activities and every blind person able to come was invited. The old people not able to be present received a little Christmas grant by way of compensation, and the children were again specially catered for early in the New Year. Again, too, we were honoured by the presence of the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress who were warmly welcomed by the blind people. Excellent entertainment was provided by a Male Voice Choir of Nuns' Moor Veterans, and the Blind Society of South Shields gave a very happy pantomime to the children.

The Gateshead Christmas party was equally enjoyable. Like the summer outing, it was arranged by the Director of Welfare, and our Society bore the cost. It was a very happy gathering.

Teachers' parties were also held in the Hall and everyone co-operated to make the Christmas season a really joyous one for the blind folk. Rotary on its feminine side, in the guise of the Newcastle Inner Wheel Club, entertained a number of blind men and women to a Christmas tea and entertainment at the Douglas Hotel. This was a most enjoyable party, and our thanks are due to the ladies of the Inner Wheel for their recurring remembrance of us, and the thoughtful care they exercise in the arrangements for this party.

Office Facilities. 
The office of the Society is open each afternoon for enquiries, and help is given in many ways. Orders are taken for the Workshops for the Blind; small repair jobs are taken for the teachers' classes; books are given out; letters written and questions answered. The Secretary deals with requests from the two Welfare Departments and a very fruitful co-operation exists between the Society and the respective Directors of Welfare Services. We are indebted to them for their courtesy in providing help and information in cases under review and we like to feel that the Society is a useful adjunct to their own work in alleviating the handicap of blindness.

Indeed, during the year, it was hoped that we might further help by allowing the use of the Sutherland Hall for work in connection with other handicapped persons. The request for this came from the Newcastle Welfare Department, and it was with real regret that, on the advice of the Society's Honorary Solicitor, we had to refuse. An examination of the deed of gift made it clear that the Hall must not be used for other than blind welfare activities.

The same happy co-operation exists between the Society and the Royal National Institute for the Blind. We are indebted to Mr. G. W. West, the local Organising Secretary, for his willingness to help, not only on the Society's Committee, but also on those many occasions when his knowledge and advice are so very useful in the consideration of problems that arise in the administration of our work.

Bequests. 
We record with gratitude the gift of £250 from the executors of the estate of the late Miss Dorothy Nicholson.

North Regional Association for the Blind.

The Society has been represented at the meetings of the North Regional Association for the Blind, and has received full reports of the proceedings. 
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The Ninth Annual Meeting of the Newcastle and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind was held in the Sutherland Memorial Hall, Desmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 6th November, 1958, and was presided over by the Chairman, Mrs. H. P. Pearey. There were also present Miss B. A. Laverick, Hon. Assistant Treasurer; Mr. J. Bulmer, Newcastle upon Tyne Chief Welfare Officer; Mr. R. A. Haysom, B.A., Director of Welfare Services, Gateshead; Mrs. E. Cunningham, Mrs. E. F. Davison, Mrs. E. M. Davison, Dr. Epstein, Mrs. Fairlamb, Miss J. Faulder, Miss T. Faulder, Mrs. E. M. Jones, Mrs. J. Kirkup, Miss E. Laverick, Mrs. E. Lumsden, Mr. W. A. blears, Miss B. Paramor, Miss G. Thwaites, Alderman H. Waller, Mrs. Warburton, Mr. G. W. West, F.C.C.S., Branch Secretary, Royal National Institute for the Blind; and Mrs. C. I. Whiteley, Secretary of the Society.
Apologies for absence were received from Mr. F. M. Kellett, Mr. Long, Miss Merz, and the Regional Welfare Officer.

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting.

Mrs. Pearey welcomed all present and opened the meeting with a review of the Annual Report which had been circulated in draft form. In asking all present to approve the Report, Mrs. Pearey said it was felt that the work of the Society was progressing. Some alterations had been made in the administration and this new pattern was slowly becoming effective. It was hoped that the work of the Society would be no less efficient because of this, and the finances ought to be correspondingly improved.

The Chairman paid tribute to the new Secretary for her help and enthusiasm. She had taken up the work zealously and was gradually acquiring knowledge of the many activities which go to make up the picture of Blind Welfare.

It had been a joy to the Society to be able to expand assistance to the aged blind. It was still true that the majority of blind people were in the ' over 70's ' group. The total number in the area showed a very slight decrease, but the figures remained fairly constant.

On the whole the year had followed the usual pattern. There had, fortunately, been no crisis, no disturbance.

The income of the Society had reflected the very satisfactory position of the Royal National Institute for the Blind, due in no small measure to the efficiency of Mr. West and his staff. The Council of the Society had been a united team and felt they had done some useful work. She had very much pleasure in proposing the adoption of the report.

Mrs. E. M. Davidson seconded the adoption of the report, which, she thought, very satisfactory. The Society was grateful to the Royal National Institute for the Blind for their co-operation and it was hoped this would continue through many more years.

Dr. Epstein asked if a member of the Press was present to report the proceedings. He felt that some publicity should be given to the existence of the Society. He was quite sure a good many professional men were as completely ignorant of it as he himself had been before he was invited to join the Council.

The Chairman said a report would be sent to the Press. The Report was then adopted by the Meeting.

Accounts. 
Miss B. A. Laverick, as Hon. Assistant Treasurer, reported on the accounts for the year 1st April, 1957, to the 31st March, 1958, and moved their adoption.

In seconding their adoption, Mr. West said he was very gratified that the Society's finances were in such a sound condition. In the year under review the Society received £2,456 from the Royal National Institute for the Blind (per the Newcastle and District Distributing Agency) under the `Unification of Collections Agreement '-which was a very marvellous tribute to the generosity of the people of the area. They were always looking for fresh avenues for collection. It was with very great pleasure that he seconded the adoption of the accounts and thanked Miss Laverick for the work she had carried out during the year.

Alderman Waller paid an enthusiastic tribute to Mr. West for his energy and success as the Local Secretary of the Royal National Institute for the Blind.

The Chairman endorsed all that Mr. Waller had said and the Accounts for the year were adopted by the Meeting.

Vote of thanks to the Officers. 
Mr. W. A. Mears moved a vote of thanks to the officers for all their help and service, mentioning especially the President, Chairman and Vice-Chairman, and paying a special tribute to the work of the Hon. Assistant Treasurer and the Secretary.

This was seconded by Dr. Epstein and unanimously approved by the Meeting.

On behalf of the Borough of Gateshead, Mr. R. A. Haysom, B.A., Director of Social Welfare, expressed his appreciation of the work of the Society and this was supported by Mr. Bulmer, Chief Welfare Officer for Newcastle upon Tyne.

Vote of thanks to Honorary Auditors. 
On the motion of Dr. Epstein, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Hon. Auditors, Messrs. Price Waterhouse & Co., for their continuing services to the Society.

Re-election of the Council. 
Mr. Haysom proposed the re-election of the Officers and Council. Mr. Bulmer seconded the proposal and it was carried unanimously by the meeting.

Mrs. Pearey thanked those present for their confidence and promised e that the Council would continue to do everything in its power to make the life of the blind community less burdensome.
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