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REPORT.

The 7th ANNUAL, MEETING of the and Gateshead Voluntary Society for the Blind, for the year ended 31st March, 1956, was held in the Sutherland Memorial Hall, Jesmond Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, 2, on THURSDAY, 6th DECEMBER, 1956, when the chair was taken by Mrs. H. P. Pearey (Vice-Chairman) in the regrettable absence because of illness, of the Society's honoured President, Canon A. Thomas, M.A., F.R.S.L.

There were also present Miss B. A. Laverick (Assistant Honorary Treasurer), Mr. J. Bulmer (Chief Welfare Officer, Newcastle upon Tyne), Councillor Mrs. E. F. Davison, the Misses T, and J. Faulder, Mr. R. A. Haysom (Director of Welfare Services, Gateshead), Mrs. E. Hindson, Miss E. Laverick, Miss B. Paramor, Mr. and Mrs. W. Pease, Mrs. M. Summers, Miss G. M. Thwaites, M.B.E., Alderman H. Waller, J.P., Mrs. E. Warburton, Mr. G. W. West (Royal National Institute for the Blind), and Mrs. C, M. Rollo (Secretary).

In announcing a pause for silent prayer, the Chairman said it gave those present an opportunity for remembering their sick President with affection, and earnest wishes for his ultimate recovery.

"We can pray also (added Mrs. Pearey) that God may bless our work for the blind in this district, and that our Council may be endowed with that compassion which alone creates the understanding and vision that will enable us to serve wisely and well.".

Mrs. Rollo then read the notice convening the meeting; and apologies for absence from the following: -
Canon A. Thomas (President), Miss K. Buchanan (Regional Supervisor, Ministry of Health), Alderman N. Garrow, J.P. (Chairman, Northumberland County Council), F. M. Kellett, Esq. (Price Waterhouse & Co.), J. D. Long, Esq. (Tyneside Council of Social Service), Miss Teresa Merz, J.P., O.B.E., and J. Thompson, Esq. (Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society).

The minutes of the previous meeting having been taken as read, and approved; the 7th Annual Report was then presented.

In presenting this, the 7th Annual Report, the Council has pleasure in recording another year of continued effort in the interests of the blind people of the area, in spite of difficulties arising from changing conditions. It is an indisputable fact that the blind population is an ageing one, and that there must, of necessity, be a difference in the services rendered, especially on the social side. This is already shown in the less frequent use of the Hall by our blind folk, and the Council is thereby confronted with something of a problem. The general maintenance of the Sutherland Memorial Hall, in its various aspects-heating, lighting, cleaning, repairs and caretaker's services, etc.- absorbs a not inconsiderable portion of the Society's annual income (the figure for 1955-1956 is approximately £831), and therefore the recent policy has been to try and increase the attractions offered those who attend the social activities. To this end, the Monday afternoon Social has been improved by the provision of afternoon tea, and the award of prizes for the winners of the domino handicaps.

Tea and a prize are also provided by the Society every Wednesday afternoon, and next year it is hoped that an Outing can be arranged for regular attenders.

Additionally, of course, the Hall serves as a rendezvous for the teacher's classes, an assembly point for the summer outings, and provides excellent accommodation for the various Christmas gatherings; and the Society still feels it is a good thing to maintain a social centre and focal point of the Society's work in the City, with its comparatively large blind population. 
OFFICE FACILITIES.

The Society's office is open Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the Secretary is there to assist the blind people in every possible way. Holidays are arranged, letters written, urgent telephone calls made, arrangements for wireless installations and repairs dealt with, and some braille books and white sticks issued, etc.

Social events are organised, including visits from the various Veterans' Associations, and other blind clubs; and arrangements made for the activities of the North-Eastern Games Association. Orders are taken for goods from the Workshops for the Blind, and for minor basket and chair repairs by the handicraft classes.

GRANTS MADE BY THE SOCIETY.

An increasing number of people, both in our own city and in the neighbouring borough of Gateshead, took advantage of a grant from the Society to spend a week or two away from the monotony of home, either at one of the Royal National Institute for the Blind Holiday Homes, or with friends or relations. One of the dearest wishes of the Society is to be in such a position as will enable it to make an annual holiday, grant to every unemployed blind person in the area. In some cases, undoubtedly, the grant would be spent on individual days away from home, but even this would have a tonic effect on people whose activities are necessarily so limited.

GRANTS FOR BEDDING AND CLOTHING.
Applications for assistance in the provision of bedding and clothing have received consideration and grants of varying amounts made in sixteen cases. Two men going to the Torquay centre for rehabilitation received a grant of £10 each to provide the required stock of clothing, toilet requisites, etc. This grant is made to all blind persons sent on Rehabilitation Courses.

DECORATING AND REMOVAL GRANTS.

Three grants to assist in the cost of home decorating have been made and a similar number towards removal expenses. A young blind couple in Gateshead received a substantial grant for the purchase of linoleum for their living-room.

VARIOUS GRANTS.

A young woman was enabled to attend the wedding, in London, of her brother on leave from the Middle East.

Several people have received the cost of spectacle repairs; and the Society have again been responsible for a year's rental of a Rediffusion Deaf-Aid to enable an old man who is hard of hearing to enjoy the wireless programme.

Three old ladies have each been supplied with a fireguard, and five grants made towards the purchase of a braille watch.
A number of blind people in poor health or recovering from an operation have been aided towards recovery by a prolonged weekly grant for the provision of extra nourishment.

Life has been made easier and a little more bearable for a severely crippled blind man by the provision of a comfortable specially upholstered armchair.

WHITE WALKING STICKS AND BRAILLE PERIODICALS.

The Society has continued to be responsible for the provision of a white stick to every blind person able to move around; and to bear the cost of supplying various braille periodicals to three blind and one deaf-blind women readers.

CHRISTMAS GRANTS.

Three hundred and forty Christmas grants of 3/6d were made to the Deaf-Blind; and to blind people in hospitals and institutions, and the aged and infirm blind in Newcastle and Gateshead.

OUTINGS. 
Newcastle Rotary Club once again most kindly remembered the blind folk of the city by providing a summer outing to Whitley Bay, on 21st July.
Seven bus loads of people spent a very happy day at the seaside in glorious weather and thoroughly appreciated the enjoyable tea provided at the Empress Ballroom; and also the kindly gift of a packet of cigarettes made to everyone by a member of the Rotary Club.

The younger folk took full advantage of the generosity of the Secretary of the Whitley Pleasure Gardens in allowing free rides on all the Amusement Devices in the Spanish City.

The following month two hundred and seventy-five blind people with their children were the guests of the Society at a similar outing. Again we were blessed with a fine day- and the children in particular enjoyed the sunshine and sea, and did full justice to an excellent tea at the Empress Ballroom.

Then, as usual, there were games, races and prizes in the Livingstone Hall for the children, after which, tired but happy, we set off again for home.

Gateshead blind people also enjoyed an outing to Seaburn, the cost being borne by the Society.

PARTIES.

The Sutherland Memorial Hall was once again the scene of two well attended Christmas Parties, and on the occasion of time party for adults we were happy to have with its the Lord Mayor of Newcastle upon Tyne (Alderman H. Waller, J,P.), and the Deputy Lord Mayor (Councillor Mrs. E. F. Davison). Alderman Waller has for many years taken a lively interest in blind welfare, and is a member of the Council of the Voluntary Society, as is Councillor Mrs. Davison; so their presence at our Christmas gathering was much appreciated and added to the pleasure of our blind guests.

The party for blind people with children, early in the New Year, was a pleasant, if rather uproarious occasion, and before leaving, each child received a gift, and some sweets or chocolates, the latter being provided by a kind member of the public, who wishes to remain anonymous.

The Voluntary Society also bore the cost of a Christmas Tea and Entertainment for the blind people of Gateshead, held in Gateshead Town Hall.

NORTH-EASTERN GAMES ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND.

The Sutherland Hall Team, though not successful in winning the “Shield,'' gave a good account of itself during the season, and derived much pleasure from the various rounds of the competition. The usual grant of £10 from the Society covered expenses incurred in hospitality and travelling.

WIRELESS. 
This service is being well maintained. Although numbers have increased it has been possible through the unfailing co-operation of the British Wireless for the Blind Fund, to ensure that every blind person is provided with either Rediffusion service or an electric wireless set.

Many of the younger folk now prefer the latter because of the greater variety of programmes obtainable, and the change-over is gradually being effected.

It will be appreciated that these sets must be kept in working order and the Society has continued to pay for necessary repairs. It is considered that this service is of the upmost importance, since wireless plays so large a part in the lives of the blind, and makes so considerable a contribution to their happiness. 
REPAIRS. 
The Society has been faced this year with a good deal of expense for repair work to the building and the installation of a new heating boiler, the latter at a cost of £152.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
The Council would like to record their thanks to the many individuals and organisations who have helped in various ways to further the interests of the blind. They would mention in particular the Newcastle Rotary Club, the committee of the Whitley Bay Congregational Church, the Secretary of the Whitley Pleasure Gardens, the Inner 'Wheel Club of Newcastle and the Northumberland Needlework Guild; also the Local Authorities of Newcastle and Gateshead for their unfailing co-operation in all matters of blind welfare. Special thanks are due to the following: - 
Miss B, A. Laverick for her services as Assistant Honorary Treasurer. Messrs. Price Waterhouse & Co. (Honorary Auditors) for services rendered.

The Royal Blind Pension Society for a monthly grant to a number of sick and aged blind. Mrs. S. Backhouse for gifts of clothing.
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 1st April, 1955, to 31st March, 1956.

                                                                                   £ s. d.

Miss M. Hope Dodds (per National Council of Social 
Service) ... ... ... ... … … … … … … … … … … …   3 9 7

Master A. Fairlamb ... ... ... … … … … … … … …     10 6

Business and Professional Women's Club … … … 14 0 0

Mrs. Forster and Mrs. Esslemont ... … … … … …   5 0 0

Miss A. McKinley ... ... … … … … … … … … … …  10 0
Miss E. McKinley ... ... ... ... … … … … … … … …   10 0 
Miss B. A. Laverick ... ... ... … … … … … … … …   1 1 0

Misses T. and J. Faulder ... ... … … … … … … …   1 0 0

Mrs. E. Cunningham ... ... ... … … … … … … … … 1 1 0

Mrs. T. Fairlamb ... ... ... ... … … … … … … … … … 10 6

Miss I. Peverley ... ... ... ... … … … … … … … … …  10 6

Miss B. Paramor ... ... ... … … … … … … … … … … 5 0
Mr. and Mrs. W. Piper ... ... ... … … … … … … … …1 0 0

J. H. Burn Charity Trust ... ... … … … … … … … … 1 1 0

 Mr. M. Nisbet ... ... ... ... … … … … … … … … … ...1 1 0
                                                                        £31 9 7
Mrs. Pearey expressed her pleasure in moving, for acceptance by the meeting, the adoption of the Report as submitted; and stressed that while the Annual Meeting was announced as the seventh of its kind, their history went far beyond that; and she believed that actually they were entering upon the ninetieth year of existence. That being the case, it was interesting to observe how well they seemed to have adapted themselves to the changing pattern of work for blind people. When this work first began the public conscience was awakening to its responsibility towards these handicapped folk. An enormous step forward was taken when the State assumed responsibility and at this stage the powers of the Local Authority were delegated to the Society. She thought that the task had been carried out with both enthusiasm and efficiency. More recently they had once again become a purely voluntary agency, but throughout the changing phases of work for the sightless, they had retained the loyal support of the members of the Council and those associated with them. Their President, for example, had 42 years of such service to his credit, Miss Laverick had rendered yeoman service for upwards of thirty years, and she herself could record a term of more than twenty years. These facts stood for a great deal in the history of the Society.

Referring to the close tie with the Royal National Institute for the Blind, Mrs. Pearey said that this body was, in a special sense, their life blood. It was particularly pleasing that Mr. Pease, after his retirement from the R.N.I.B., had elected to continue his services with the Society in a voluntary capacity, a contribution which they all valued.

They were also (continued the Chairman) greatly indebted to Mrs. Rollo for her untiring work. Mrs. Rollo had pointed out to them that the blind population was an ageing one; and this might well alter the pattern of the Society's work in the immediate future. Indeed, it had already done so, and they were faced with the task of pioneering and seeking to open up new fields. Under such conditions, it would appear that the work of the Society would fall into two classes. Firstly, there would be increasing interest in-and-for the young and able-bodied blind, not only socially but in the field of employment and absorption into the general life of the community. Mrs. Pearey invited those who were present to attend a Christmas Party to be held later in the month, when they would be able to see some of the young blind people in action. The second class was made up of the older people whose blindness was only one of the disabilities of age. It was apparent that the elderly were already finding a widening of their lives through the media of the "Over 60" clubs in the area. This was admirable. The Society must do all in its power to give extra comforts to the elderly blind, in their own homes, and seek to provide amenities which lay outside the province of the local authorities.

In considering ways and means of providing these services, Mrs. Pearey said "Unless things go radically wrong in the world we may expect some increase in our income and this should enable us not only to deal with the hardest cases, but to provide something for all. Thus each one could feel that in our Society he, or she, has a real friend.”
Mrs. Pearey then moved the adoption of the Report as presented, this proposal being seconded by Miss G. M. Thwaites.

In so doing Miss Thwaites remarked "I have great pleasure in seconding the adoption of the Report so ably presented by Mrs. Pearey, and I congratulate the Society upon the many ways and means in which it has aided the blind people in Newcastle and district. One has only to read the Report to realise the extent of this help. I hope we shall be able to attract young people to this Centre, to our mutual benefit, this being a valuable service which the Society can provide."
Mrs. Pearey gratefully acknowledged all that they owed to the statutory bodies and said it was a privilege and pleasure to them all that Miss Thwaites had continued her interest in their work since she retired. The Report was then unanimously approved.

The Financial Statement was then read by Miss Laverick, the Assistant Honorary Treasurer, who pointed out that it showed a surplus of £30 for the year ended 31st March, 1956. It would be observed on the expenditure side that there was an item for £180 in connection with repairs and the installation of a new boiler. This, it was hoped, would be non-recurring.

In seconding the adoption of the Accounts, Mr. W. Pease said he thought it most gratifying that income was practically the same as in the previous year. They had heard that afternoon what had been done for the blind, and he himself welcomed the assurance that the Society would continue to do all that was possible for the older blind people in their closing days.

Mr. G. W. West also testified to the satisfactory state of the finances, and the Accounts were then approved in their entirety.

On the motion of Mr. Pease, seconded by Mr. J, Bulmer (Chief Welfare Officer), the Council was then re-elected en bloc.

In voicing appreciation of the Society's officials, Mr. G. W. West welcomed the opportunity of acknowledging the true worth of their services. The meeting had been a little clouded by the absence of Canon Thomas, but they would wish to record that, during all his years of willing service, the affairs of the Society had male steady progress. As a result 
of the President's illness, Mrs. Pearey had been called upon to undertake various extra duties, and he knew how willingly she had responded to these calls and how much of her scanty leisure had been devoted to the work of the Society.

Miss Laverick too had freely given of her time and aid, by stepping into the breach on many occasions in recent years.
Council Mrs. E. F. Davison heartily endorsed all that Mr. West that said and added that the Report showed what a busy year the officers must have had.

Mr. Bulmer added his tribute to the work of the officers and expressed his appreciation of the many ways in which the Voluntary Society "rounded off" as it were, the work of the local authorities.

Finally Mr. R. A. Haysom (Director of Welfare Services, Gateshead testified to the courtesy and sympathy his department invariably received from Mrs. Rollo, the Society's busy secretary; and on behalf of the Welfare Committee and the blind population of Gateshead thanked the whole Council for their help and co-operation.

Tea which followed, concluded a pleasant gathering.
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