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REPORT.

The 63rd ANNUAL MEETING of the Home Teaching Society for the Blind was held in the Tea Room, Town Hall, Newcastle upon Tyne, on Thursday, 30th September, 1930. The chair was taken by the Sheriff of Newcastle upon Tyne (Councillor J. G. Nixon).

PRESENT. - Miss Adam, M.B.E., Mrs. W. L. Anderson, Mrs. Burdon, Councillor J. Burdon, Mrs. Carr, Councillor J. A. Clydesdale, Mrs. Dransfield, Mrs. Forster, Dr. G. Foggin, Mrs. Gilbert, Mrs. and hiss Guns, Mrs. S. A. Hepple, Mrs. H. R. Miller, Mrs. Robertson, Airs. Sines, Miss K. M. B. Stephenson (Hon. Sec.), Mrs. Troldahl, Rev. Alfred Thomas, M.A., F.R.S.L., Councillor W. Tait, J.P., Mrs. E. J. Watson, Miss Walker, Mr. A. W. White, Mr. J. Wrigglesworth, Miss Dotchin, Miss Nixon, Miss Robertson, Mr. P. Thompson (Home Teachers) ; and the Secretary (Mr. A. J. Wetherell).

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from The Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor of Newcastle upon Tyne, the Dowager Viscountess Allendale, the Bishop of Newcastle. Sir G. B. Hunter, Mrs. Allan, Mr. J. S. Arkle, Miss Betts, Miss Bruce, Mr. J. W. Charlton, Mrs. K. Herbert, Mr. H. L. Honeyman, Councillor At. T. Hedley, Miss F. Holmes, Miss Johns, Professor A. G. Latham, Mr. Meakin, Miss Newton. Councillor Gilbert Oliver, J.P., Miss Pattinson, the Hon. Miss Katherine Liddell, Canon Stephenson, Mrs. de Laney Willson, Mrs. Walker, and Mr. and Mrs. Thompson.

The Chairman welcomed those present and called upon the Secretary to read the Report.

REPORT.
Your Council in presenting this the 63rd Annual Report of the Society, again have the pleasure to report progress and development in all branches of the work.

REGRISTRATION. - Since March, 1929, the Register of the Blind in Newcastle and Gateshead shews a net increase of 58 cases, the number and distribution in age periods of blind people registered at 31st March, 1930, being as follows:.

Age period.                  Newcastle. Gateshead. Total.

0-5 years of age ……...... 1 ………… 2 ………… 3
5-16 …………………….. 19 ……….. 11 ……….. 30

16-21 …………………… 15 ………... 5 ………… 20
21-30 ………………....... 39 ……….. 13 ……….. 52

30-40 …………………… 52 ……….. 8 ………… 60

40-50 …………………… 55 ………. 11 ……….. 66

50-60 ………………… 102 ………... 45 ……….. 147

60-70 ………………… 129 ………… 43 ………. 172

Over 70 ……………… 110 ………… 47 ……….. 157

Total ………………..... 522 ……….. 185 ……….. 707
During the year 129 new cases were certified and registered and their distribution in age periods was: -
Age Period.                  Newcastle. Gateshead. Total.

0-5 years of age ......…… - …………. - ……….... –
5-16 …………………….. 1 …………. - …………. –

16-21 …………………… 1 ………… 2 …………. 3

21-50 …………………… 13 ………. 2 …………. 15

50-70 …………………… 48 ……….. 13 ………. 61

Over 70 ………………… 36 ……….. 13 ……….. 49

Total ……………………. 99 ………… 30 ………. 129
HOME TEACHING AND VISITING. - The Home Teachers find their work increasing and they have indeed a difficult task. Over 7,000 visits have been paid to the Blind in their homes, and the Teachers have succeeded in persuading many of them to take up the study of reading embossed types.

In the 8th Report of the Advisory Committee on the Welfare of the Blind it is stated: "We cannot emphasize too strongly the importance of encouraging every blind person to try to read either Braille or Moon type". Our Greatest difficulty, however, has not been a dearth of pupil, but a want of the requists time to give to those under instruction.

Additional to the visit for teaching purposes, advice and assistance has been given on questions relating to State Insurance Benefits, Pensions, in the search for houses or suitable lodgings and on all matters concerning the welfare of the sightless. Where necessary, sick room requisites and special appliances have been provided and holidays arranged and paid for. So far as the latter service is concerned, the Committee will, in future, be in a much better position to meet this need or extend it, through the fuller operation of the Thomson Memorial Fund, which is now invested and will provide about £50 per annum, interest for the provision of holidays and convalescent benefits. 

Assistance has also been rendered by the McKie Elliott Charity for the Blind, the Gardner’s Trust for the Blind and the Northern Counties Association for the Blind which have given grants to enable blind people to be set up in business. The Society has further been able to assist in the payment of debts for those who, in spite of the very severe trade conditions, are endeavouring to carry on and earn their own livelihood.

UNEMPLOYABLE BLIND. - So important is the treatment of those in this category considered to be, that the Ministry of Health deemed it worthy of a Special Report. The Report contains much useful information and suggests many useful ways of meeting the problems, which arise from time to time. In our own area, the beneficial results of the Schemes operated by the Society on behalf of the Newcastle and Gateshead Councils are patent to the most casual observer, the last named having recently raised their scale from 18s. to 20s, per week.

The Blind beggar has almost disappeared from the streets, and in the majority of cases the recipients have been raised from, dire necessity to a comparative state of independence and comfort hitherto unknown by them. Almost without exception they are better clothed, better fed, and on the whole much more cheerful, now that the cares and worries of making ends meet on a hopelessly inadequate income have disappeared.

Some idea of this branch of the work will be gleaned, when it is stated that at 31st March there were 336 persons in Newcastle and Gateshead in receipt of weekly grants ranging from 1s. 6d. to 35s., and during the year roughly 16,000 grants have been paid out at the Office or by the Home Teachers.

Much, however, still remains to be done, so far as the dependants of the Blind are concerned. The responsible Committees are alive to the position and they are endeavouring to rectify the matter without further delay.

FINANCIAL. - The financial position of the Society gives cause for serious thought. The overdraft of £500 is still more alarming when it is considered that the Society's deficit will approximate £300 per annumn, unless further revenue can be secured. The Finance Committee and the Trustees have met on several occasions and gone fully into this question of income and expenditure. Services, some of them very necessary and useful, have been reduced to the lowest possible minimum or discontinued, but in spite of the most rigorous economy the outlay continues to exceed the income and the overdraft increases. The time is not far distant when investments may have to be realised, and this being only a temporary relief, means the first step towards insolvency. Your Committee are most anxious to avoid any further curtailment in their operations, which will become unavoidable, unless the financial tension is relieved. In 1922 the Society dealt with approximately 400 Blind people, whereas to-day there are over 700 on the books, and the income for the same services is lower to-day than it was five years ago.

THE LATE COUNCILLOR W. A. ALLAN. - Intense regret is expressed at the loss occasioned by the demise of Councillor W. A. Allan, J.P., who for several years prior thereto, actively interested himself it the Society's operations in the office of Vice-Chairman and as a Trustee.

NEWCASTLE. - The Newcastle teachers under the helpful and sympathetic guidance of Mrs. Hatfield Walker (Hon. Lady Superintendent) have cause to be proud of their achievements. In 5 years their register of blind cases has doubled itself and to give some indication of the magnitude of their work it can be stated that the two Newcastle teachers have approximately 280 cases in receipt, of grants under the City Council's Unemployable scheme, whereas but five years ago the total Register or Newcastle did not reach these figures. In spite of this condition the work is done with patience, efficiency and an understanding sympathy.

It is to be regretted that the resultant pressure of work allied with the pitiable lack of funds for the purpose, has prevented the development of the social side of the work. Mrs Walker and the teachers are jealous of their title of "Eyes to the Blind," but it is disappointing to them to find that circumstances over which they have no control should prevent this necessary development.

The meetings held each Friday evening in the Brunswick Church Hall (by kind permission of the Trustees) are more popular than ever, and in recognition of noteworthy service rendered in this connection, the Blind people prepared a pleasant surprise for Mrs. Walker at the Christmas Tea held in January. Some of the older people reminded the Teachers of Mrs. Walker's long and devoted voluntary service, at the same time stating that they desired to show their appreciation in some concrete form, and requested that subscriptions be accepted from those willing to subscribe. Within a very short time subscriptions were literally "rolling in," and the Teachers had difficulty in persuading the subscribers that only nominal subscriptions were needed, so keen was the desire and so ardent the esteem. A silver entree dish, suitably inscribed, was purchased and presented to Mrs. Walker by the Lord Mayor at the concert following the Christmas Tea.

CHRISTMAS TEA. - In consequence of the above the Tea, again made possible by the goodness of Mrs J. S. Clark, who repeated her donation of £20 for the purpose, was more delightful than ever. The experiment of carrying out the arrangements without guides proved highly successful.

THE CLOTHING APPEAL made by the Hon. Secretary and Mrs. Walker produced a ready and fruitful response. It is estimated that over £100 worth of goods were collected and distributed in addition to 150 parcels of groceries from Ald. G. B. and Mr. J. B. Bainbridge, a large number of blankets, etc. from other kind friends, and other useful gifts from Miss Gibson, whose efforts in the securing of Royal Blind Pensions still produce positive results. Miss Gibson has been intimately connected with the Society for over 50 years and in this time has negotiated a great many life pensions for Newcastle and Gateshead cases. Miss Florence Sutherland's gift of £10 for sick and needy cases was again received and proves doubly useful at a time when funds are so short.

COALS.-Miss Adam's appeal for Coals in the winter time again met with singular success, 66 half tons of coal being distributed.

The kind donors to this service were as follows: -
The Hartley Main Collieries, Ltd.
...10 Tons.

The Bedlington Collieries, Ltd. … 3 Tons.

The Stella Coal Co., Ltd. … 10 Tons.

The Priestman Collieries, Ltd. … 10 Tons.

Messrs. U. A. Ritson and Sons
...  £2 2 0.

Miss Adam … £1 1 0.

GATESHEAD. - The work in Gateshead has proceeded most satisfactorily and increased activity is shewn in all branches. It is to be regretted that -Miss Pattinson's health should cause her to resign the office of Hon. Lady Superintendent. The Committee are indeed grateful for her long and devoted work 'or the Society.

The Home Teachers have continued Teaching in embossed types and handicrafts and the number of pupils in hand has been greater than in any previous year. The provision of Braille and Moon Newspapers and books has been continued for the benefit of learners and readers alike.

An interesting case occurred during the year in connection with the teaching of an old lady to read. Though 79 years of age, she was able to peruse her first book within one month of the first lesson; another, 72 years of age, deaf as well as blind was able to read fluently after six lessons. A cripple too, who is unable to leave the house, expresses appreciation at now being able to read, in comparison with his previous complete lack of touch with everything.

UNEMPLOYABLE BLIND. - The increase in the grants to the Unemployable Blind to make their incomes up to 20s. instead of 18s. per week has been greatly appreciated and the afflicted can now expect the future to hold some degree of comfort and they have the prospect of easier times than many of them have known for some years.

SICK AND NEEDY FUND. - At the Society's last Annual Meeting the Mayor of Gateshead (Alderman W. E. Wardill) gave a donation of £10 to inaugurate the above, to which other monies have since been added thereby establishing a fund the utility of which has proved of untold value. Clothing has been provided where necessary, extra nourishment has been obtained and altogether the fund is meeting a long felt want.

SOCIAL. - The weekly meetings and concerts retain their immense popularity and in consequence are well attended. The Summer Outing held in August was again a great success. Congratulations and thanks are due to Mr. W. Anderson and his Committee and the Rector of Gateshead (Canon Stephenson) for their help and interest in this connection. The Christmas Tea, organised for the 10th successive year by the Gateshead Brotherhood, was another function of note and was thoroughly enjoyed by the Blind and their Guides. Thanks are clue to Mr. Lillie (the Public Librarian) and his Staff for their attention and for the provision of an adequate supply of books for those desirous of reading.

SHOP AND HOME WORKERS. - There have been 25 approved Home Workers employed during the year, i.e., 16 in Newcastle and 9 in Gateshead, their occupations being as follows: - 
Knitters ... ... ... 10 
Tea Agents ... … … 8 
Basket and Cane Workers ... ... ... 4 
Pianoforte Tuners … … …  2 
Music Teachers... … …  1
The earnings of the Workers amounted to £650, of which £228 was paid by the Society. Augmentation to earnings amounted to £316 as compared to £555 in earnings and £280 in Augmentation last year. As a result of the North East Coast Exhibition Stand the Sales reached the highest figure so far recorded, viz., £613, the previous best being £450 in 1926. Of this £613, goods supplied for Sale at the Exhibition Stand totalled £240.

At Sales of Work and Bazaars goods were sold to the value of £160.
Mrs. Walker's Sale again headed the list with a turnover of £72 10s. 6d., the Dowager Viscountess Allendale taking £27 worth of goods for her Stall at the royal Victoria Infirmary Bazaar.

Adequate supervision of the workers has been maintained to keep the products up to date and up to standard and at one time the Handicrafts Teacher had 5 blind and totally deaf cases in hand for tuition.

NORTH EAST COAST EXHIBITION. - The Stand for the Blind at the above being a joint one, representative of all the Societies in the North East Coast a temporary organisation was set up trading under the title of the North Eastern Blind Welfare Societies, the participating Societies being the Newcastle and Gateshead Home Teaching Society, the Workshops for the Adult Blind, Sunderland and Durham County Royal Institute for the Blind, the Tynemouth Blind Welfare Society, the South Shields Institution for the Blind, and the Northumberland County Council Blind Welfare Department.

Mr. J. Wrigglesworth was elected Chairman, Mr. J. Patrick, Hon. Treasurer, the Secretary of the Home Teaching Society (Mr. A. J. Wetherall) Hon. Secretary and the late Mr. M. Pearey, for many years Hon. Secretary of the Tynemouth Blind Welfare Society, was appointed manager.

On the opening day a visit was paid to the stand by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales to whom the Chairman (Mr. Wrigglesworth) was presented and from that day to the close there was never a dull moment on the stand. At times it was quite impossible for would be purchasers to get near. Our congratulations go to the blind demonstrators, drawn from all parts of Northumberland and Durham, who worked under great difficulties due to lack of space and often intense heat with big hearts and a cheery smile, while the public looked on and marvelled at their triumph over adversity. Without a doubt the Exhibition has done our work very much good, and the Blind workers themselves have helped in no small measure.

Goods to the value of £1,300 were sold, and the project finished with a credit balance of £257 which was proportionately allocated among the Societies participating in the scheme.

The Northern Counties Association deserves sincere thanks for their generous donation of £200 towards the effort, also the National Institute for the Blind for their donation of £25 and the free use of an electrical collecting machine which raised £500.

THANKS. -The Society's sincere thanks are due to the respective Blind Persons' Act Committees, Education Committees, Public Officials, Public Assistance Committees and their Officers in Newcastle and Gateshead. The Council are grateful for their co-operation and helpful interest in the work for the Blind.

THE REV. ALFRED THOMAS, M.A., F.R.S.L., in moving the adoption of the Report, said as President he could assure those present that the Society's Council fully realised their solemn obligations as to the Welfare of the Blind, as the Report just read would testify. The Thomson Memorial Fund was proving of untold value in the provision of holidays and convalescent benefits, but in spite of the assistance so rendered, the funds of the Society were in a serious state. The position was fully appreciated, and it was to be hoped that the negotiations at present proceeding would lead to a successful conclusion. The position of the Horne Workers too, was being considered. It might be news to some present, but to many the fact was well known that the Unemployable Blind had in many cases a larger income than the Home Workers. Ere long, however, an equitable arrangement would be arrived at, as between the incomes of the Home Workers and those of the Unemployable Blind. The Rotary Club had stepped into the breach, as far as Summer Outings were concerned, the members having loaned their private cars and provided 'buses for the purpose. In these days when so, much was heard of centralisation, nationalisation or municipalisation, there would seem to be a direct challenge to voluntaryism. The question at once arose, where would the Blind have been but for the voluntarism in the past. Surely the record of the Society was a sufficient answer to the question. In closing Mr. Thomas moved that the Report be adopted, printed and circulated in the usual way.

COUNCILLOR W. TAIT, J.P., Gateshead, in seconding the adoption of the Report, said that, over the past year no Blind children have been added to the Register. This, he thought, was a good sign and spoke well for present day medical services administered by the respective Authorities. As a blind man he was, often aware of the inability of sighted people to duly appreciate the difficulties and needs of the Blind. Many people, moved by pity, consider that having placed their penny in a blind man's cap their obligation was finished and that they had done enough. This was not so. The most important factor, namely employment or occupation, was entirely ignored or forgotten. Only by buying the products of the blind worker and encouraging the industrial blind, in addition to tending those who were unemployable, could the maximum of good be done. Reference had been made to the Home Workers having a less income than the Unemployable Blind. These remarks did not apply to Gateshead. The matter there had already been attended to and none of their Home Workers had an income of less than 20s. per week.

It was unanimously resolved that the Report be adopted, printed and circulated.

RE-ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. - Councillor J. A. Clydesdale. Vice-Chairman of Newcastle Blind Persons Act Committee, in moving the re-election of the Cases, Finance and Shop Committees considered the work of the Committees to be very important and owing to the complicated nature of the work, capacity as well as ability to understand was required. He felt, however, that no matter what Voluntary effort had done in the past, it could not adequately meet the growing need of the future and in electing Committees, members should realise that the time had come when they ceased to elect voluntary representatives in the strict sense of the terra, but were electing representatives of the local authorities who had delegated their work and duties to, the Voluntary Association. So far as the Shop Cronkite was concerned they started under a handicap in every way. It applying the term. "Shop" to a Blind Sales Depot it had to be understood that there could never be a "Shop" in the accepted sense. In the past sentiment had largely sold the products of the Blind, this to some extent was disappearing, other methods would therefore have to be found and members of the Society could help by persuading non-members to patronise the Depot at 149, Pilgrim Street. Councillor Clydesdale moved the re-election of the Cases, Finance and Slier Committees, and the motion was seconded and carried unanimously.

AUDITED ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEET.-The above having been circulated were taken as read, and Mr. J. Wrigglesworth (Chairman of the Finance Committee) in proposing their adoption thought Councillor Clydesdale had struck the right note. Absolute co-operation between the Voluntary Association, the Local Authorities and the State was essential if the fullest advantage was to be taken of the facilities offered. At the present time there did not appear to be adequate provision made for the work of the Society as the accounts testified. The Teachers had always been fully employed but with the advent of the Schemes for the Unemployable Blind their position was hopeless and in the present state, the Society's funds did not permit of the employment of more teachers. The work could not go back, it must go on, and sooner or later this fact would have to be raced. The position was being faced by the Society, and no section of the work would be neglected. The time had probably come when the Trading section might be overhauled with advantage, but the ideal would appear to be a Central Depot for all the disposal of all Goods made by the Blind.

COUNCILLOR J. BURDON seconded the adoption of the accounts and said he could not entirely agree with the previous speakers who thought the day of voluntaryism was done. There would always be voluntary effort forthcoming which gave great pleasure to the giver. He appealed to those present to give of their best in the cause of the Blind at all times. The question of the Society's Overdraft and the estimated annual deficit was a serious one and in his opinion could not be shelved any longer. The position would have to be reconsidered and the deficit met. Gateshead were doing and would continue to do their duty by the Blind.

It was resolved that the accounts be adopted and included in be printed report.

THE CHAIRMAN (Councillor J. G-. Nixon, Sheriff of Newcastle) said, having been recently elected Vice-Chairman of the Society, he was at once struck by the wonderful combination of voluntary effort, the State and the Local Authorities. He thought the action of the Local Authorities in delegating their work to the Society was a tribute to the sound work done in the past. The Society was now 62 years old and great pleasure was afforded by the remembrance of the scope and variety of the work clone. The Sheriff thought that the Teachers and staff were deserving of thanks for so ably carrying on their work under difficulties.

VOTE OF THANKS. - Miss K. M, B. Stephenson, J.P. (Hon. Secretary of the Society) proposed, and Mr. A. W. White seconded, a vote of thanks, which was carried with acclamation, to the Chairman for presiding over the Meeting, also to the Lady Mayoress for so kindly providing afternoon tea.

This concluded the business and the meeting closed.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

Thanks are due to the following for valuable gifts and service: - 

Gifts of Clothing throughout the year.-Mrs. J. Batey; Mrs. Proctor, Ravensworth; Misses Sanderson, Warkworth; Mrs. Hatefild, Walker; Mrs. Peel, Parkgate Hall; Mrs. Sturge, Mrs. Jefferson, Mrs. Robson, Mrs. Guns, Mrs. Deller Miss Gibson. Windsor Terrace; Mrs. Martin, Bury St. Edmunds; W. H. Charlton, Esq., Wylam-on-Tyne; Northumberland Guild (per Mrs. Blackett Ord); the Misses Sutherland (Osborne Villas); Mrs. Ison; H. E. Hurd, Esq., Brasted Chart; Miss Stephenson, Benton; Misses Reid, Miss Griddle, Edward Brough, Esq., Ladies' Mending Society (per Mrs. E. Watson), Mr. Smith, Miss Laverick, Miss Bruce, Mrs. Cowper, Miss Hare ,liars. H. Whyte, Airs. Stansfield, Mrs. Leslie, G. Guns, Esq.; Miss Jameson, Ponteland; J.H. Holmes, Esq., Rothbury; Miss Holmes, Rothbury; Lady Reed, Haughton Grange ; Mrs. Pattinson, Carlisle.

Christmas Gifts.- Mr. and Mrs. Forster, Lemington; Mrs. Guns; Mrs. Wilson, Lampton Road; Miss Bruce, Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Barton, Miss Wardale, Mrs. Hendry; Miss Priestman, Shotley Bridge; Miss Gibson, Mrs. H. Walker, Mrs. Featherstone Fenwick, Woolsingham; Mrs. Holmes, Silloth; Mrs. Wylde, Monkseaton; Lady Sutherland, Mrs. A. Hindmarsh; Miss Martin, Leetham,; Mrs. Taylor, Burden Terrace; Mrs. Simms; Mr. and Mrs. Pattinson, Kirkbride; Mrs. Jefferson, Kirkbride; Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Ritson; Mrs. E. Weller, High Wycombe, Bucks.

Xmas Tea. - Miss Stuart, £3; Miss Thompson, £2; Mrs. Robertson (Gateshead), £1.
Mr. and Mrs. John Batey, 150 shillings, given at distribution of Xmas Parcels.

Miss Florence Sutherland, cheque for £10 to be used for Sick Cases.

Miss Laura Singlair. £3 for Milk for delicate woman.

Ald. G. Bainbridge and J. B. Bainbridge, Esq., 150 Grocery Parcels.

Wireless. - Mrs. Rowell, set and loud speaker; Mr. and Mrs. Turnbull, St. George's Terrace, set and three pairs head phones; Mr. H. Whyte, set and phones; Mrs. Martin, Bury, head phones.

Durham Needlework Guild, for large parcel of woollen garments to Gateshead, at Xmas time.
Mrs. Dransfield, for arranging Concerts.

Mr. Stanley Haggie and Councillor and Mrs. Arthur Lambert, for holding Xmas Concert year after year.

Miss Lumley, for visiting and reading to the Blind.

Miss Gladys Welford and her Sunday School Class for visiting and singing to several aged crippled Blind who are not able to attend meetings.

Mrs. Hatfield Walker, for use of room at her residence for storing and distributing clothing, gifts, etc., and for helping the Blind every week throughout the year in every way possible. The Newcastle Teachers tender thanks to Mrs. Walker for all her help, advice, and untiring interest in every detail of their work, and for her very kind thought for them.

Trustees of Brunswick Church, for free use of Church Hall for weekly meetings.

Miss Gibson. Wind-or Terrace, for procuring Pensions year after year.

Dispensary Letter-, from Lloyds Bank (per Mr. W. Deans Forster). The Staff of the Pearl Assurance Co. for gifts of Toys and Sweets (per Mr. Wrigglesworth, National Institute for the Blind).

To all friends who have given Dispensary Letters.

Mr. W. Deans Forster, for invaluable services as Hon. Treasurer. Mr. J. H. Clapperton (of Messrs. Davies, Bell and Clapperton) for valuable gratuitous legal advice.

The Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. for free tickets to the Choral Society's Concerts.

Miss Pattinson (Hon. Superintendent for Gateshead), for parcels of clothing and various kinds of relief.
Canon Stephenson, for free use of Ellison Street Mission Room, Gateshead, for meetings and concerts.

Miss F. Bolland, Mr. W. Anderson, Mr. W. Merritt, and other kind friends, who provide suppers and entertainments each year to the blind in Gateshead.

The Gateshead Brotherhood, who for the tenth successive year have given a tea and entertainment to the blind in the Borough.

Mr. Wheatley (Secretary), and the Committee of the McKie Elliott Trust for the Blind, for prompt and considerate attention to all cases brought to their notice.

The many Pensions and Relieving Officers, The Education Departments and Committees, for their sympathetic consideration of all applications made on behalf of the blind.

ROYAL BLIND PENSION SOCIETY.
This Society grants pensions to blind persons of £6 to £9 per annum. If any person desirous of founding a pension for the benefit of one of the local blind, would apply to the Secretary of this Society, full information would be given. The cost is £250.

Full information is obtainable at the Society's office, of established pensions available for the Blind, and eligible cases should be brought to their notice.

FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY.

The Committee beg to call attention to the following Form of Bequest, in which it is needful that the designation of the Society should be correctly stated in all Legacies left to the Society: - 
"I give and bequeath to the Treasurer or Secretary for the time 
“Being of THE HOME TEACHING SOCTETY FOR THE BLIND FOR 
“NEWCASTLE AND GATESHEAD, the sum of to be Paid out of such Part of my Personal 
"Estate. as I may by law bequeath to charitable Purposes, and to be 

“Applied towards the purposes of the Society; and I direct that the

“Receipt of the person who shall be Treasurer or Secretary of the 

"Said Society at the time when the above Legacy is Paid, shall be a 
"Sufficient discharge to my executors”.
If the Testator wish the Legacy to be paid free of duty, he will add the following words to the above form:- "And I direct "that the Legacy duty upon the said Legacy be paid by my 11 executors out of the same fund”.
A Wireless Set is a great help to a blind person. If you have a Crystal Set or pair of phones you would like to give away, the Society will arrange for their installation.

When your Piano needs tuning will you please give our Pianoforte Tuners a trial, or better still, will you give them a year's contract to keep your instrument in order. Prices and full particulars on application.

To the organisers of Church or other Sales of Work. We supply goods made by the Blind on `Sale or Return' terms. A post-card, or a visit to the Depot, 149, Pilgrim Street, will secure full particulars.

HOW YOU CAN HELP.

1. -By sending clothing, boots, shoes, etc., for distribution among the poor and needy blind, or by sending a rug, blanket, or hot water bottle for a blind invalid.

2.- By sending tickets for Dispensary Benefits, Holiday and Convalescent Homes, Concerts, Lectures, etc., which you find you cannot use. (It is advisable to send two tickets for Concerts, etc., and so provide for a guide). We should also welcome unsold tickets from organisers of concerts, etc., for distribution among the blind through our ticket agency.

3. - By taking a blind person for a walk or drive, or to Church, a concert or a lecture.

4. - By visiting the blind or reading to them in their homes.

5. - By employing blind Pianoforte Tuners, Music Teachers or Masseurs and recommending them to your friends.

6.-By sending a Wireless Set to a blind person.

7. -By offering to hold a Sale of goods from our Depot.

N.B.-You can either help through the Society, or a postcard to us will bring you the name of someone you can help privately.

A PRAYER.
(The Composition of a blind man resident in Newcastle).

O Lord, Who art both Love and Light,
To Thee we pray;
We walk by faith, we have not sight,
Keep Thou our way.

Guide Thou cur feet, we need Thy care,
Lest we should fall;
Held by Thy hand we then may dare
And conquer all
Pierce Thou the gloom of constant night
That holds our eyes,
And give us, Lord, that inner light
Which never dies.

Before the splendour of that light
May shadows flee,
And bring the dew ii that end our night
Revealing Thee.

(Copyright).                      EDWARD JOHN SILLETT.
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